
 

IPHR addresses European Court of 
Human Rights on Russia’s 
programme of adoption and 
Russification of Ukrainian children 

22 September 2026, Strasbourg 

International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR) today addressed the European Court of 
Human Rights at a public hearing in Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union on behalf of ten 
Ukrainian children v. Russia (application no. 6719/23), a case concerning children who were living 
in childcare institutions in Crimea in 2014 and whose whereabouts have been unknown since. 

IPHR intervened as a third party jointly with the Humanitarian Research Lab at the Yale School 
of Public Health (HRL), and was represented at the hearing by Alex Prezanti, barrister at Artemis 
Chambers (London). 

Addressing the Court, IPHR and HRL submitted that the removal, adoption and russification of 
Ukrainian children is not a series of isolated wartime incidents but a deliberate State policy – 
planned and directed at the highest levels of the Russian Government, codified in federal 
legislation, and administered through permanent federal institutions. 

The submission traced that policy to Crimea in 2014. At the time of the occupation, according to 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Social Policy, 4,323 orphans and children deprived of parental care were 
living in social care institutions on the peninsula. All were automatically conferred Russian 
citizenship under Federal Constitutional Law No. 6-FKZ of 21 March 2014, which simultaneously 
made them eligible for adoption by Russian citizens and ineligible for adoption by anyone else. 
By October 2014, Russia had extended its domestic adoption programmes, including “Trains of 
Hope”, to occupied Crimea – placing the children with Russian families from all over Russia. 

IPHR and HRL described how that model was subsequently applied at a larger scale in 2022. 
Following a meeting between Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Presidential 
Commissioner for Children’s Rights on 9 March 2022, a series of presidential decrees and 
federal laws created a fast-track to Russian citizenship for Ukrainian children described as 
orphans and provided that children with dual citizenship shall be treated as Russian nationals 
alone. Under Russian adoption law, a child’s forename, surname, patronymic, and date and 
place of birth may be altered, resulting in adopters being entered on birth certificates as the 
birth parents, while officials are bound to secrecy. This empowered the heads of the institutions 
holding the children to unilaterally renounce and erase their Ukrainian citizenship on their 
behalf. 



 

The intervention also set out the administrative machinery through which the policy operates: a 
federal register of children deprived of parental care operated by Russia’s Ministry of Education 
since 2005, alongside two databases run by government-affiliated organisations which 
exchange data with it, keep extensive record on every child, but omit that a child is from 
Ukraine. Alongside this digital infrastructure, HRL has identified at least 210 facilities across 
Russia and occupied Ukraine that are being used to house, re-educate and subject children 
from Ukraine to military-oriented education and training. At least 106 of these facilities are 
directly managed by the Russian federal government. 

 

“What we set out before the Court today is an account of an administrative system that keeps 
meticulous records of every child within it, and records everything about them except that they 
are Ukrainian. Russia knows where these children are, but chooses not to say.” 

Simon Papuashvili, Programme Director for Eastern Europe and South Caucasus, IPHR 

 

The Court also heard oral submissions from the applicants – Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights 
Union – represented by the European Human Rights Advocacy Centre (EHRAC), as well as other 
third-party interveners – the Government of Ukraine, the International Bar Association’s Human 
Rights Institute, and a joint intervention by the Regional Centre for Human Rights, the Human 
Rights Centre ZMINA, the Centre of Civic Education “Almenda” and the Public Interest Journalism 
Lab. 

The Russian Government has filed no observations in the case and did not appear.  

The Court will now deliberate. Its judgment on the admissibility and merits of the application will 
be delivered at a later date. 

A record of the hearing is available on the Court’s website: 
https://www.echr.coe.int/fr/all-webcasts. 
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