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Four Years On: Russia’s Full-scale Inva-
sion of Ukraine is Genocidal in Its Intent 
and Action

February 2026 

Conference White Paper offers recommendations for concrete action to address Russia’s escalating atrocities. 

27 February 2026, Brussels/Boston/Washington DC – Four years into Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, mounting evidence of forcible child transfers, unlawful killings, torture, conflict-related sexual 
violence, systematic attacks on energy infrastructure indispensable to civilian survival, cultural erasure, 
and eliminationist rhetoric demonstrates that these crimes are not incidental by-products of war. They 
form part of a coordinated Russian strategy aimed at destroying the Ukrainian national group. Russia’s 
conduct already meets the definition of genocide under the Convention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide of 1948. And it is escalating. 

According to the United Nations Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine, 2025 was the deadliest year 
for civilians in Ukraine since the beginning of the full-scale war, claiming at least 2,395 civilian lives and 
injuring 11,751 more. Russia’s systematic, relentless attacks on Ukraine’s energy infrastructure amid one 
of the harshest winters in decades have caused extensive disruptions to electricity, heating, and water, 
making physical survival a challenge for millions of Ukrainians. In occupied territories, Russian forces 
continue to kill, torture, rape, and deport Ukrainian civilians (see OHCHR reports here, here). Russian 
atrocities are accompanied by explicit genocidal rhetoric from its officials and State-controlled media, 
declaring that Ukrainian identity is some kind of disease and claiming that Russia is ready to kill every 
last Ukrainian. 

To address these escalating atrocities, we issue a Post-Conference White Paper summarizing key take-
aways and recommendations from leading international lawyers, historians, diplomats, security ex-
perts, and human rights practitioners who convened for the November 19, 2025, conference, Intent to 
Destroy: Confronting Russia’s Campaign to Erase Ukraine and Its People. These experts warn that Russia’s 
continued and escalating genocidal campaign poses an existential threat to the Ukrainian people, wid-
er regional security, human rights protection, and the rules-based international order.  

In light of this grave threat to Ukraine, its people, and global security, we urge Ukraine’s allies and all 
States Parties to the Genocide Convention to fulfill their legal obligations to prevent, halt, and 
punish genocide.

We call for: 

•	 Clear, coordinated political recognition of the genocidal nature of Russia’s war;

•	 Accelerated and scaled military assistance sufficient for Ukraine to defeat, not merely withstand, 
Russia’s land invasion and aerial attacks;

•	 Maximised diplomatic pressure compelling Russia to cease its aerial terror, withdraw from all occu-
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pied Ukrainian territories, and return all unlawfully detained civilians and prisoners of war;

•	 Stronger and rigorously enforced sanctions against Russia, its third-party enablers, and war-econ-
omy networks;

•	 Full support to the International Criminal Court in its investigation of the situation in Ukraine;

•	 Expedited establishment of a Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression; 

•	 Expansion of universal jurisdiction cases targeting perpetrators and enablers of Russian atrocities;

•	 Acceleration of Ukraine’s compensation mechanism, including the use of immobilized Russian 
sovereign assets;

•	 Credible, durable security guarantees capable of deterring future Russian aggression and atroci-
ties.
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