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Foreword

The release of IPHR’s annual report 2024 is taking place

at a time when human rights, the very foundation of our
collective pursuit of dignity and justice, are under siege in
numerous countries in our region. From escalating conflicts
to the rising tide of authoritarianism and xenophobia, the
world is at a critical juncture.

In this worrisome context, the human rights movement faces
daunting obstacles, and - of course - IPHR is not exempt
from difficulties linked to the shrinking space for civil society
and cuts in funding for our work.

Despite these challenges, we remain steadfast in our

commitment to advance human rights, and to do

this by promoting a culture of compassion and
solidarity.

When we think back now to 2024, it seems
like we are talking about a long time ago
in another world! This being said, our
Annual Report 2024 highlights grave
human rights violations and breaches
of international humanitarian law,
which remain unabated to this day.

We are proud to share with you key
moments of IPHR's work over 2024
and are very grateful for your steadfast
support and interest in our work!

Brigitte Dufour, IPHR Director




Introduction

In line with its mission, International
Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR) worked
closely with civil society partners throughout
2024 to promote human rights across Eastern
Europe, the South Caucasus, and Central Asia.

As the political climate deteriorated across our
target regions, we adapted swiftly to address
emerging threats to civil society.

Despite significant challenges, the year
reaffirmed IPHR’s and its partners’ unwavering
commitment to advancing human rights. In the
face of growing authoritarianism, repression,
and conflict, IPHR remained steadfast in
supporting civil society actors across Eastern
Europe, the South Caucasus, and Central Asia
in the promotion of human rights, democracy,
and the rule of law.

From documenting atrocities in Ukraine

to amplifying grassroots movements in
Central Asia and beyond, our work in 2024
underscored the vital and courageous role of
local civil society, as well as the importance of
international cooperation in defending human
rights and justice.

Among our key achievements were the
deployment of innovative strategies to
undermine Russia’s war machinery, the
documentation of dozens of cases of conflict-
related sexual violence and other atrocities in
Ukraine, and the provision of support to victims
in their pursuit of justice. We also developed
new approaches to protect civic space amid
intensifying repression and empower local
partners to continue their work on the ground.

We expanded and strengthened our
international advocacy, engaging with key
institutions to influence their policies and
contributing evidence to international
mechanisms, including UN human rights bodies
and the International Criminal Court. These
efforts addressed urgent needs while helping
lay the foundation for long-term justice and
accountability. In addition to advocating for
human rights defenders in our target countries,
we also championed the rights of those in exile.

” As the global human rights landscape
grows increasingly complex and
challenging, IPHR remains dedicated
to fostering stronger partnerships,
driving innovation, and safeguarding
fundamental freedoms for individuals
and communities in its target regions.

This report highlights our work and
achievements in 2024, and describes how we
confronted the challenges we faced.

We are deeply grateful to all our partners for
their cooperation and commitment throughout
2024. We also sincerely thank our donors for
their invaluable support, which allowed us to
sustain, enhance, and expand our efforts over
the year.
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Eastern Europe and the South Caucasus

IPHR’s work on Eastern Europe & Russia

Together with partners worked on
investigating, documenting and seeking
accountability for atrocities committed
during Russia’s war against Ukraine

Advocated in the UN on the issue of
disappearance during prison transfersin
Russia

Cour
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Internationale

International
criminal
Court

Supported human rights lawyers and
independent media under occupation

Conducted field missions & documented war
crimes

Built litigation cases
Engaged with investigative bodies
Provided assistance to war crimes victims

Expanded efforts to monitor Russia-related
sanctions and export control violations

Expanded our network
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Contributed to Lithuania's landmark
referral to the ICC on crimes committed by
Lukashenko's regime.



Ukraine

Ukraine remained a key focus of our work in
2024. We supported human rights lawyers

and independent media under occupation,
conducted field missions and documented war
crimes, built cases for litigation, engaged with
investigative bodies, and provided assistance
to war crime victims. We also expanded efforts
to monitor Russia-related sanctions and export
control violations. Throughout these efforts, we
cooperated closely with Ukrainian civil society
groups, further broadening our network of
partners.

FIELD INVESTIGATIONS

In 2024, IPHR's field team focused on
investigating conflict-related sexual violence
(CRSV) and attacks on critical infrastructure
accompanied by civilian casualties. We also
increased support to survivors of atrocities.

A multidisciplinary approach to documentation
was introduced, involving psychologists, legal
professionals, and partner organisations.

The team conducted 28 missions, covering
over 30,000 kilometres, and collected 276
testimonies from survivors and witnesses.

For the first time, the team also interviewed
individuals with disabilities, marking a step
forward in inclusive documentation practices.

Since 2022, IPHR's field team has played a
pivotal role in documenting conflict-related
sexual violence (CRSV), and in 2024, it further
deepened its understanding of the scope

and impact of these crimes. The bravery of
survivors who chose to share their stories
despite ongoing threats was central to this
work. Mental health professionals provided
essential support, helping survivors feel safer
and more comfortable during the process.
The team'’s growing reputation and the trust
it built among survivors also meant that more
individuals reached out directly to share their
experiences.

The team worked to address the stigma around
CRSV, focusing on the unique challenges

faced by men, women, and children who have
experienced or witnessed violence.

” While managing survivors’ expectations,
IPHR remained steadfast in its efforts
to identify perpetrators and support
survivors in their pursuit of justice and
accountability. Each testimony collected
served as a powerful reminder of victims’
determination to seek justice and
underscored the importance of continuing
this work. Survivors also expressed
gratitude for the hope they were given —
and for the reassurance that they are not
alone in their grief and pain.

CASE BUILDING AND ACCOUNTABILITY
WORK

In 2024, IPHR and partners filed two important
submissions with the International Criminal
Court (ICC) and the Office of the Prosecutor
General of Ukraine, covering war crimes
committed by Russian forces. The first
submission focused on the forcible transfer of
Ukrainian children to Russia, while the second
detailed large-scale pillage in the Zaporizhia
and Kherson oblasts. In collaboration with
Truth Hounds, State Capture: Research and
Action, and Global Diligence, IPHR documented
300 cases of child deportation and eight
instances of pillage. The submissions provided
detailed evidence of these crimes and
identified potential suspects, thereby providing
crucial support to ongoing investigations and
accountability efforts.

IPHR also worked to address violations of
international sanctions and export controls
imposed on Russia to limit its access to
resources needed to sustain its war against
Ukraine. To this end, we submitted several
tailored requests to relevant mechanisms.




PUBLIC REPORTING

During the year, IPHR and partners published
the following reports, documenting atrocities
perpetrated during Russia’s war against
Ukraine:

Medvezhonok Camp: The Story of 300 Ukrainian
Children Kidnapped by Russian Authorities: This
report highlights coercion and pressure on

the parents of Ukrainian children who Russia
claimed were “temporarily evacuated”, the
stripping of children’s Ukrainian identity, forced
patriotic indoctrination, and the denial of their
return.

Thieves in Law: Russian Pillage in Occupied
Ukraine: This report exposes Russian state
policies of treating occupied regions as spoils
of war, disregarding the welfare of civilians,
and documents the systematic plundering of
Ukrainian assets in these regions.

Torture at Balakliia Police Station: 6 cells, 64
captives and no room for humanity: Based on
IPHR and Truth Hound field missions and
interviews with witnesses and survivors, this
report details inhumane detention conditions
and torture techniques at one of the largest
Russian detention facilities in the occupied
Kharkiv Oblast.

The reports were widely disseminated and used
for targeted advocacy.

INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY

Our Ukraine advocacy focused on promoting
accountability for Russia’s crimes in Ukraine
while pushing for increased political and
economic pressure on Russia to end the war.

In partnership with the International
Renaissance Foundation and Truth Hounds,
IPHR co-organised the high-level “Allied for
Accountability” conference in Kyiv in January
2024. This event brought together government,
civil society, and international stakeholders

to strengthen coordination on accountability
efforts for crimes such as CRSV, attacks on
civilians and critical infrastructure, pillage, and
the deportation of children to Russia.


https://iphronline.org/articles/medvezhonok-camp-the-story-of-300-ukrainian-children-kidnapped-by-russian-authorities/
https://iphronline.org/articles/medvezhonok-camp-the-story-of-300-ukrainian-children-kidnapped-by-russian-authorities/
https://iphronline.org/articles/thieves-in-law-russian-pillage-in-occupied-ukraine/
https://iphronline.org/articles/thieves-in-law-russian-pillage-in-occupied-ukraine/
https://iphronline.org/articles/torture-at-balakliia-police-station-6-cells-64-captives-and-no-room-for-humanity/
https://iphronline.org/articles/torture-at-balakliia-police-station-6-cells-64-captives-and-no-room-for-humanity/
https://iphronline.org/articles/iphr-and-partners-convene-key-stakeholders-in-kyiv-for-international-accountability-conference/
https://iphronline.org/articles/iphr-and-partners-convene-key-stakeholders-in-kyiv-for-international-accountability-conference/

IPHR's side-event at the OSCE Supplementary Human
Dimension Meeting in Vienna, Austria.

EU ADVOCACY

IPHR prioritised EU advocacy efforts aimed at
disrupting financial and material support for
Russia’'s war efforts through targeted sanctions,
filing targeted submissions. As a member of
the B4Ukraine Coalition, we also pushed for
stronger energy sanctions, better enforcement,
and stricter due diligence for companies
supplying components to Russia’s military. Our
advocacy extended to the confiscation of frozen
assets to support Ukrainian recovery, and we
raised awareness of human rights violations in
temporarily occupied Crimea.

Throughout the year, IPHR and partners
engaged EU stakeholders via regular meetings
and events, including rounds of advocacy

IPHR Programme Director Simon Papuashvili speaking at
the event in the European Parliament.

with the EU Delegation in Kyiv, the European
Commission, the European External Action
Service, EU member state delegates and
other key actors. Additionally, IPHR launched
an informal coordination group for Brussels-
based CSOs focused on Ukraine, creating a
collaborative platform for advocacy planning
and policy exchange.

OSCE ADVOCACY

In 2024, IPHR and its partners organised several
events at OSCE human dimension meetings in
Vienna and Warsaw to highlight accountability
challenges and advocate for justice in Ukraine.
In April, we co-hosted a discussion with Truth
Hounds and the Media Initiative for Human
Rights on the role of civil society in holding
perpetrators of war crimes accountable.




In June, we held an event promoting survivor-
centred, trauma-informed approaches to
investigating CRSV and ensuring holistic
support for survivors. This formed part of a
targeted campaign calling on OSCE Participating
States to invoke the Moscow Mechanism in
relation to CRSV in Ukraine.

In October, we co-organised another event with
State Capture and NAKO, focusing on curbing
the supply of Western components to Russia
and the role of OSCE states in closing sanctions
loopholes.

OTHER ADVOCACY

IPHR also engaged with individual governments
to discuss strategies and priorities for ensuring
accountability for atrocities and ending the

war in Ukraine. This included, among others,
consultations with US State Department
officials and discussions with country delegates
during the ICC Assembly of States Parties in The
Hague in December 2024.

SUPPORTING CIVIL SOCIETY

In 2024, IPHR cooperated with and supported
a broad range of Ukrainian civil society actors,
including groups investigating international
crimes and advocating for accountability, as
well as members of the B4 Ukraine Coalition.

Russia

As described above (see the section on
Ukraine), IPHR worked closely with partners
on investigating, documenting and seeking
accountability for atrocities committed during
Russia’s war against Ukraine.

During the year, IPHR, State Capture, and

the European Prison Litigation Network also
published a report exposing a legal vacuum in
Russia’s prisoner transfer system that enables
prolonged enforced disappearances. The report
highlights how legal loopholes and systemic

failures allow authorities to hold prisoners
incommunicado for an indefinite period during
transfers, effectively placing them outside the
protection of the law in violation of human
rights standards. This issue was brought to
international attention through a side event

at the UN Human Rights Council in September
2024, featuring a keynote address by the UN
Special Rapporteur on Russia.

Belarus

In 2024, IPHR continued supporting

Belarusian partners in advancing international
accountability for crimes committed by

the Lukashenko regime, contributing to
Lithuania's landmark referral of this issue to the
International Criminal Court (ICC) in September
2024. This referral alleges that crimes against
humanity—including deportation, persecution,
and other inhumane acts—have been
committed against Belarusian civilians since
May 2020, with some acts taking place on
Lithuanian territory, bringing the case within
the ICC's jurisdiction.

” While the referral does not guarantee
an investigation, we hope it will prompt
a preliminary examination by the ICC
Prosecutor, who will assess jurisdiction,
admissibility, and the interests of justice
before deciding on the next steps.


https://iphronline.org/articles/disappearing-en-route-a-legal-black-hole-in-russias-prisoner-transfer-system/

IPHR’s work on South Caucasus

Together with partners, conducted joined
international advocacy on support of
Azerbaijani HRDs

Supported local partners' advocacy vis-a-vis
Council of Europe

Supported a coalition of Armenian
organisations investigating atrocities
committed by Azerbaijani forces against
ethnic population in Nagorno-Karabakh

Together with Freedom House and local
partners co-authored a report “Why there
are no Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh”,
based on investigation results

Led international advocacy effort to address
impunity on this issue

Continued to provide crucial support to
activists, journalists, and HRDs

Offered legal aid, emergency assistance,
shelter, and mental health support

Partnered with CIVICUS to host an
international conference on protest rights.




Armenia

In 2024, IPHR continued to support a coalition
of Armenian organisations investigating
atrocities committed by Azerbaijani forces
against the ethnic Armenian population of
Nagorno-Karabakh. Following the development
of a documentation methodology and training
in late 2023, coalition members began
collecting testimonial evidence in January,
ultimately interviewing over 300
witnesses. These findings
were published in the

report Why there are

no ethnic Armenians in
Nagorno-Karabakh, co-
authored with Freedom
House, in addition to

local partners. Prior to
the publication of this
report, preliminary findings

were presented at an eventin
Yerevan in July 2024. That same month, IPHR
and Armenian partners participated in an
advocacy round in Washington, DC, engaging
US Congress, State Department officials,
diaspora organisations, and think tanks to
present the report and discuss accountability
strategies.

Throughout the year, IPHR also led
international advocacy efforts to address
impunity. At the OSCE Warsaw Human
Dimension Conference in September 2024, we
hosted a side event on war crimes committed
in Nagorno-Karabakh. In December 2024,
together with the Democracy Development
Foundation, we organised a high-level event
in Brussels—Pathways to Justice—which
brought together EU stakeholders and
Armenian officials to explore legal and policy
responses. Later that month, during the
Assembly of State Parties to the ICCin The
Hague, IPHR and partners held a side event
titled Holding Azerbaijan Accountable: The
Role of the ICC for Ethnic Armenians and met
with ICC representatives and state delegations
to advocate for a state party referral on the
situation in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Azerbaijan

IPHR continued its international advocacy
on Azerbaijan, focusing on the worsening
human rights situation and the growing need
for support to Azerbaijani human rights
defenders in exile. We joined and issued
several statements condemning the arrests
and persecution of human rights defenders,
journalists, and activists by Azerbaijani
authorities. In the lead-up to the UN Climate
Change Conference (COP29(, held in Baku

in November 2024, we participated in the
#demandrightsatcop campaign, calling on
Azerbaijan to respect its human rights and
climate justice obligations.

At the Council of Europe, we advocated for the
renewed suspension of Azerbaijan’s delegation
to the Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) and
urged the Secretary-General to initiate an
Article 52 inquiry into the country’s misuse of
legislation to target civil society and the media.
In June 2024, we supported two advocacy visits
for local partners to Strasbourg, one focusing
on the implementation of European Court

of Human Rights judgments and another—
organised together with the Human Rights
House Foundation—during the PACE session.
These visits ensured our partners’ voices and
recommendations reached key stakeholders.

Georgia

Despite the deteriorating political climate

in Georgia, IPHR's Thilisi office continued to
provide crucial support to activists, journalists,
and human rights defenders. As Georgia's
image as a “safe haven” faded, the team
offered legal aid, emergency assistance, shelter,
and mental health support to those fleeing
repressive regimes.

The office also partnered with CIVICUS to co-
host an international convening on protest
rights in March 2024, showcasing creative
outreach efforts like viral TikToks and a youth-
targeted guidebook.


https://iphronline.org/articles/new-report-azerbaijani-regime-ethnically-cleansed-nagorno-karabakh/
https://iphronline.org/articles/new-report-azerbaijani-regime-ethnically-cleansed-nagorno-karabakh/
https://iphronline.org/articles/new-report-azerbaijani-regime-ethnically-cleansed-nagorno-karabakh/

Central Asia

Launched a new joint project on supporting
civil society monitoring of the criminal justice
sector

Cooperated with partners to document civic
space trends and provide input into key EU,
OSCE and UN events

Released a follow-up briefing on torture
survivors from the 2022 "Bloody January"
events

Provided tailored support and capacity-

building to a network of 18 organisations
and over 100 activists in monitoring and

responding to justice sector issues

Conducted targeted international advocacy
on unprecedented threats to civic space,
working closely with partners to highlight
alarming trends, engage key EU, UN and
OSCE stakeholders and amplify calls for
action

Together with partners provided tailored
training to over 20 CSO representatives on
human rights standards

Supported CSOs from across the country
to monitor human rights issues affecting
vulnerable groups

Trained journalists to improve media
coverage of discrimination issues

Led a campaign for the release of HRD
Manuchehr Kholignazarov

Published reports on domestic violence
and persecution of LGBTI




Prepared joint briefings and updates
with partners spotlighting restrictions on
fundamental freedoms and risks faced by

vulnerable groups

Advocated on pressing issues and cases with
the EU and other international actors

Worked with partners to monitor and
draw attention to alarming cross-country
trends affecting civil society and foster
regional solidarity at the Warsaw Human
Dimension Conference and other major
international forums

Supported independent, civil society
engagement with a focus on women,
youth, and persons with disabilities

Conducted capacity building activities for
over 80 CSO representatives in Fergana
Valley

Provided tailored mentoring to individual
partners

Produced a report on harassment of
bloggers



In 2024, we continued our close cooperation
with local partners across the five Central Asian
countries - Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan - to address
critical human rights challenges. Our efforts
centred on supporting and strengthening

civil society, conducting research and
documentation, and engaging in advocacy and
outreach. The following sections provide an
overview of our work in each of these areas.

Support and Capacity-
building

During the year, we expanded partnerships
with new civil society groups in Central

Asia while continuing and developing our
cooperation with existing ones. In particular,
we supported emerging and grassroots
organisations, strengthening their capacity to
support vulnerable communities. We allocated
nearly 30 targeted grants to support such
initiatives.

" Given the increasing threats to civil
society in the region, we significantly
increased emergency funding, issuing
over 25 grants to human rights activists,
journalists, and lawyers at risk, along
with 10 grants to strengthen the security
resilience of Kyrgyzstani NGOs. In
addition, we provided targeted support
for legal assistance in individual cases.

In Kyrgyzstan, we enhanced local civil society’s
ability to monitor and respond to justice
sector issues through a network involving

18 organisations and over 100 activists. A
subgrant scheme supported civil society
monitoring efforts using a new comprehensive
methodology developed by experts.
Preliminary findings were shared in 2024, such
as at a joint event with the National Preventive
Mechanism against Torture, with final findings
to published in the first half of 2025. Network

members benefited from expert mentoring
and tailored training on security protection and
gender issues in the justice system.

We expanded our criminal justice monitoring
work to Kazakhstan, where a new project was
launched to strengthen civil society efforts in
this critical sphere. A Rule of Law Academy
held in Almaty in August 2024 equipped civil
society representatives with key skills. At the
Ninth Central Asian Criminal Justice Forum in
Astana in November 2024, Kyrgyzstani network
members shared pilot findings, fostering
regional exchange on criminal justice reform.

In Tajikistan, we worked with in-country
partners to train 20 selected civil society
representatives to enhance their skills

to engage with the newly adopted Anti-
Discrimination Law and the National Strategy
for Human Rights. We launched a mini-grant
scheme to support such efforts in practice. With
partners we also trained journalists to improve
media coverage on discrimination issues.

In Uzbekistan, we supported independent

civil society engagement, with a focus on
women, youth, and persons with disabilities.
Our capacity-building efforts in the Ferghana
Valley covered international human rights
standards, gender equality, advocacy, essential
project related skills, and physical and digital
security. We also provided tailored mentoring
to individual partners on core skills.

Participants at IPHR’s Fundraising Workshop in Fergana/

Uzbekistan.



https://iphronline.org/articles/kyrgyzstan-monitoring-findings-on-detention-conditions-presented-at-bishkek-event/
https://iphronline.org/articles/kazakhstan-rule-of-law-academy-for-civil-society-representatives/

Research and
Documentation

Human rights research and publications
remained central to our work on Central Asia in
2024. In close cooperation with local partners,
we documented violations and shared our
findings through a series of reports, updates
and statements. These publications informed
international stakeholders, supported targeted
advocacy, and helped influence policies and
interventions on key human rights issues.

By reaching wider audiences, we also raised
awareness and built support for civil society in
the region.

Below are highlights of our 2024 publications
on Central Asia. More can be found on our
website.

COUNTRY UPDATES

We continued our cooperation with the CIVICUS
Monitor to document developments affecting
civic freedoms in Central Asia. Together with
local partners, we contributed regular updates
on freedoms of expression, association, and
assembly, helping inform CIVICUS Monitor's
global civil society tracking and its flagship
report People Power under Attack. Our
reporting contributed to the downgrading of
civic space ratings for Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
in December 2023 in response to worsening
conditions. These ratings were retained in 2024.
During the year, Kyrgyzstan was also featured
on the CIVICUS Monitor's watchlist due to the
serious decline in civic freedoms.

BRIEFINGS FOR INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

IPHR and partners prepared a series of tailored
submissions and briefings to inform key
international institutions about human rights
developments in Central Asia. We contributed
to EU human rights dialogues with the Central
Asian governments and other important EU

events, provided input for UN treaty body
reviews—such as the reviews of Tajikistan

and Turkmenistan by the Committee for the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW)—and worked on submissions for the
Universal Periodic Reviews (UPRs) of Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan. Ahead of the 2024 OSCE
Warsaw Human Dimension Conference, we
published a regional briefing on the crackdown
on civic freedoms across Central Asia. These
materials helped raise awareness, shaped
discussions with international stakeholders,
and provided concrete recommendations for
follow-up action.

THEMATIC REPORTS

IPHR published several thematic reports
highlighting serious human rights violations
in Central Asia. These included reports on
domestic violence and persecution of LGBTI
people in Tajikistan, a publication on the
harassment of bloggers in Uzbekistan, and an
overview of the protection of LGBTI rights in
all five Central Asian countries. Together with
partners in Kazakhstan, we also released a
follow-up briefing on torture survivors from the
2022 Bloody January events, raising concerns
about impunity and lack of redress.

QR codes for thematic publications issued
during the year are available on p. 16.

STATEMENTS AND APPEALS

During the year, IPHR and its partners issued
over 20 joint statements, appeals, and open
letters on alarming human rights developments
across Central Asia. These interventions helped
raise awareness, show solidarity, and mobilise
international support.

A major focus was on Kyrgyzstan's deteriorating
civic space, including coordinated appeals
against the “foreign representative” law.
Although the law eventually was adopted,
international advocacy contributed to the
removal of its harshest provisions. We also


https://iphronline.org/articles/?country%5b%5d=kazakhstan&country%5b%5d=kyrgyzstan&country%5b%5d=tajikistan&country%5b%5d=turkmenistan&country%5b%5d=uzbekistan&period%5b%5d=12-2024&period%5b%5d=11-2024&period%5b%5d=10-2024&period%5b%5d=09-2024&period%5b%5d=08-2024&period%5b%5d=07-2024&period%5b%5d=06-2024&period%5b%5d=05-2024&period%5b%5d=04-2024&period%5b%5d=03-2024&period%5b%5d=02-2024&period%5b%5d=01-2024
https://iphronline.org/articles/?country%5b%5d=kazakhstan&country%5b%5d=kyrgyzstan&country%5b%5d=tajikistan&country%5b%5d=turkmenistan&country%5b%5d=uzbekistan&period%5b%5d=12-2024&period%5b%5d=11-2024&period%5b%5d=10-2024&period%5b%5d=09-2024&period%5b%5d=08-2024&period%5b%5d=07-2024&period%5b%5d=06-2024&period%5b%5d=05-2024&period%5b%5d=04-2024&period%5b%5d=03-2024&period%5b%5d=02-2024&period%5b%5d=01-2024
https://monitor.civicus.org/
https://monitor.civicus.org/
https://iphronline.org/type-of-information/country-thematic-reports/?mark%5b%5d=civicus-monitor
https://monitor.civicus.org/globalfindings_2024/europeandcentralasia/
https://iphronline.org/articles/kyrgyzstan-on-watchlist-brief-on-recent-restrictions-to-civic-freedoms/
https://iphronline.org/articles/un-experts-examine-tajikistans-womens-rights-record/
https://iphronline.org/articles/joint-report-for-un-assessment-of-turkmenistans-womens-rights-record/
https://iphronline.org/articles/joint-ngo-report-for-universal-periodic-review-of-kazakhstan/
https://iphronline.org/articles/kyrgyzstan-reports-for-un-review-highlight-backsliding-on-civic-freedoms-justice-sector-challenges-and-persistent-torture/
https://iphronline.org/articles/crackdown-on-civic-freedoms-in-central-asia-ngos-highlight-alarming-trends/
https://iphronline.org/articles/crackdown-on-civic-freedoms-in-central-asia-ngos-highlight-alarming-trends/
https://iphronline.org/articles/when-i-got-married-i-lost-my-life-report-on-domestic-violence-in-tajikistan/
https://iphronline.org/articles/report-documents-brutal-oppression-of-lgbtiq-persons-in-tajikistan/
https://iphronline.org/articles/report-documents-brutal-oppression-of-lgbtiq-persons-in-tajikistan/
https://iphronline.org/articles/uzbekistan-punished-for-their-opinions-new-report-highlights-persecution-of-bloggers-in-uzbekistan/
https://iphronline.org/articles/a-worrying-shift-central-asian-governments-move-to-further-curtail-lgbt-rights/
https://iphronline.org/articles/kazakhstan-bloody-january-2022-what-has-changed-for-torture-victims/
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IPHR'S THEMATIC REPORTS (CENTRAL ASIA)

Rights for all? LGBTIQ persons in Tajikistan
systematically denied human rights

When | got married | lost my
life. Unveiling the Epidemic
of Domestic Violence Against
Women in Tajikistan

Punished for
their opinions
- bloggers and
social media
commentators
in Uzbekistan

Bloody January
2022: what has

changed for
torture victims?

A worrying shift: Central

Regional joint briefing:
Crackdown on civic freedoms
in Central Asia

Asian governments move to
further curtail LGBT rights



IPHR'S CIVICUS MONITOR
COUNTRY UPDATES 2024 —
(CENTRAL ASIA)

Kazakhstan: Crackdown on dissent over nuclear power
plant, controversial media accreditation rules, and anti-
“LGBTQI+ propaganda” measures

\[/

Kazakhstan: Flood coverage restrictions, women’s rights
rally ban, and legal cases against activists

\[/

Kyrgyzstan: A growing climate of fear and self-
censorship - new assaults on independent media, civil
society and online activism

\/

Kyrgyzstan: Civic space deteriorates further as
“foreign agent”-style NGO law is adopted and
media crackdown widens

\[/

Kyrgyzstan on watchlist - research brief on recent
restrictions to civic freedoms
( Tajikistan: On the road to total control?

Turkmenistan: Dual personality cult, arbitrary travel
bans and zero tolerance to public criticism

Uzbekistan: Pressure on critical voices continues

A

Turkmenistan: Economic hardship, repression, and
targeting of critics at home and abroad

IPHR'S SUBMISSIONS TO
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 2024
(CENTRAL ASIA)

Crackdown on civic freedoms in Central Asia: NGOs highlight
alarming trends

Joint report for UN assessment of Turkmenistan’s
women'’s rights record

UN experts examine Tajikistan’s women'’s rights
record - NGO report documents pervasive problem of
domestic violence

Kazakhstan: Joint NGO report for Universal
Periodic Review highlights civic space concerns

Kyrgyzstan: Reports for UN review highlight
backsliding on civic freedoms, justice sector
challenges and persistent torture

Kazakhstan: Key issues and recommendations for UPR)

Key issues for the EU’s Human Rights Dialogue with
Kazakhstan

Turkmenistan: Human rights groups highlight urgent
issues for EU engagement

EU: Prioritise reversing civic space deterioration in
enhanced cooperation with Kyrgyzstan - push for
improvements
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spoke out on cases such as the closure of the
investigative media platform Kloop, the Temirov
Live journalist trial, and the Kempir-Abad case,
where international advocacy helped ensure
the acquittal of activists.

We also issued statements on individual
cases of particular concern to us and
partners in other countries of the region.

For example, we campaigned in support of
imprisoned Tajikistani human rights defender
Manuchehr Kholignazarov and condemned
the Turkmenistani authorities’ treatment of
journalist Soltan Achilova, who was forcibly
hospitalised to prevent her from travelling to
Geneva.

We used our statements for targeted follow-up
advocacy with the EU, its member states, and
other key international actors, contributing to
tangible responses in several cases.

All our statements, appeals and open letters
issued during the year are available here.

Advocacy with
International Institutions

EU ADVOCACY

As in previous years, IPHR prioritised
engagement with the EU in its Central Asia-
focused advocacy. Through regular contacts
with key EU institutions - including the
European External Action Service, the European
Commission, the European Parliament, and EU
member states - IPHR shared timely updates,
participated in meetings, and submitted
tailored briefings. These efforts helped ensure
that human rights concerns were raised both
privately and publicly in EU dialogues with

the Central Asian governments. IPHR’s input
also contributed to important initiatives in the
European Parliament, such as a report on the
EU’s Central Asia Strategy.

Kyrgyzstan became a central focus of IPHR's
advocacy in 2024 due to growing threats

to civic space. IPHR regularly briefed EU
stakeholders, issued joint statements with
international partners, and implemented a
targeted campaign against the foreign agent-
style draft law. A joint letter coordinated by IPHR
urged the EU to intensify its response to this
legislation given the unprecedented threats

it poses. Advocacy contributed to revisions

of the draft law, resulting in the removal of
proposed criminal liability, though the law was
ultimately adopted. IPHR also urged the EU to
delay signing a new enhanced partnership and
cooperation agreement with Kyrgyzstan. When
the EU moved forward with the signing, we
shifted our advocacy to urge the EU to uphold
its value-based partnership with the country
by prioritising human rights throughout

its engagement and demanding concrete
improvements.

To amplify local voices, IPHR also organised
advocacy visits to Brussels for Central Asian
partners. A September 2024 visit by Kyrgyzstani
colleagues proved particularly timely, allowing
them to share first-hand accounts of the
worsening situation ahead of several key
EU-Kyrgyzstan engagements. These efforts,
alongside IPHR's direct advocacy, helped ensure
that civil society concerns were heard at critical
junctures in EU policymaking on the region.

UN ADVOCACY

We carried out targeted advocacy with

UN human rights bodies to ensure that

key concerns of IPHR and its partners

were reflected in official conclusions and
recommendations adopted by such bodies.
This included supporting local partners’
participation in CEDAW briefings, both online
and in person, and assisting Kazakhstani
partners with advocacy around the UPR pre-
sessions in Geneva in November 2024. As
Central Asian governments often incorporate
UN recommendations into national action
plans, engagement with these mechanisms

remains a crucial avenue for influence.
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OSCE ADVOCACY

At the OSCE level, IPHR actively engaged in key
advocacy events, including the Supplementary
Human Dimension Meetings in Vienna and the
Warsaw Human Dimension Conference (WHDC)
in October 2024. At the WHDC, IPHR facilitated
meetings between Central Asian partners and
OSCE delegations, enabling them to share their
concerns and support needs directly. IPHR also
delivered a plenary intervention highlighting
ongoing torture practices in Central Asia and
challenging narratives promoted by GONGOs,
while disseminating regional briefings and
publications developed with partners.

IPHR's intervention at the WHDC in October 2024.

ADVOCACY WITH INDIVIDUAL
GOVERNMENTS

IPHR regularly engaged with EU member state
governments—both at capital level and through
their embassies in Central Asia, UK authorities,
the US State Department, and other individual
governments to raise human rights concerns

in the region. We provided briefings, case-
specific updates, and other input for political
dialogues and engagements with Central Asian
governments.

Outreach and
Communication

IPHR carried out targeted outreach to raise
awareness of human rights issues in Central
Asia, utilizing its website, social media, and
email campaigns to promote publications, and
share concerns. The launch of an upgraded,
user-friendly website in early 2024, expanded
mailing lists and increased used of Instagram
enhanced outreach efforts. Media coverage
from regional outlets, and regular op-eds
helped highlight concerns of IPHR and partners.

Targeted campaigns were also central to IPHR's
outreach, including a coordinated campaign
for the release of Tajikistani human rights
defender Manuchehr Kholignazarov. These
efforts included the release of a solidarity

video together with other international NGOs.
We also nominated him for the Martin Ennals
award, for which he was selected.

Tajikistani human rights defender Manuchehr
Kholignazarov.
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Supporting Human
Rights Defenders
In Exile
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In 2024, IPHR continued its work supporting
human rights defenders (HRDs) in exile,
building on research initiated in 2022 to assess
the landscape of long-term support for exiled
HRDs in Europe. This research resulted in two
detailed reports outlining the challenges faced
by HRDs in prolonged exile and evaluating
existing support mechanisms. Drawing from
these findings, IPHR developed evidence-based
recommendations aimed at improving policies
and practices at both the EU and Member State
levels.

To further advance this agenda, IPHR published
a policy brief and organised an advocacy round
in spring 2024, bringing together exiled HRDs
from Eastern Europe, Latin America, and the
Caribbean to share their lived experiences. The
delegation met with representatives from the
European External Action Service, the European
Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights,
the European Commission, and several EU
Member States, fostering valuable dialogue
and building strategic connections between
stakeholders and defenders in exile.






