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“ We, human rights defenders, often feel we are coming up 

short of the resources, leverage and support necessary to help 

victims of injustice and abuse. Yet, we need to remind ourselves 

that even the smallest efforts to stand up for justice and human 

rights can create far-reaching ripples ”
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Introduction 
by

IPHR
director



freedom of movement as well as other challenges faced 
by human rights defenders working in conflict zones.

IPHR responded to these challenges by mobilizing solidar-
ity and support on behalf of human rights groups and de-
fenders at risk in target countries, by undertaking monitor-
ing missions, international advocacy initiatives, publishing 
reports and by providing direct emergency assistance to 
activists at risk and their families. Last year, this work was 
especially intense in Azerbaijan, given the unprecedented 
repression against critical voices in that country.

There is a good basis to build on – international human 
rights standards that unequivocally protect the rights of 
human rights defenders to carry out their important and 
legitimate work without fear of reprisals, as well as a grow-
ing number of guidelines in this area (such as EU and 
OSCE guidelines) and the stated commitment by some 
international institutions (such as the EU) to help support 
and protect human rights defenders. The main challenge 

IHUMAN RIGHTS WORK sometimes feels like pushing 
against a huge wall that we do not have the power to 
move. We, human rights defenders, often feel we are com-
ing up short - short of the resources, leverage and support 
necessary to help the many victims of injustice and abuse 
and to protect those who are persecuted for defending 
the dignity and rights of others. 

Even if there are no quick changes in the situation on the 
ground, what matters is progress in the right direction: 
that in itself is a victory worth celebrating. 

IN 2015, IPHR continued its struggle for human rights in 
the countries of the former Soviet Union, in close coop-
eration with partners both in and outside the region.  We 
worked continuously with our partners on monitoring, doc-
umenting and channeling first-hand, independent infor-
mation about human rights developments to international 
institutions such as the European Union (EU), the Council 
of Europe, the Organization for Security and Co-opera-
tion in Europe (OSCE), the United Nations (UN) and others 
and we engaged in strategic advocacy to influence policy 
processes and provide policy guidance at relevant times. 
We worked on assisting human rights defenders in crisis 
situations, engaged in network-building and carried out 
capacity-building activities.

A MAJOR ISSUE THAT WE ADDRESSED IN 2015 WAS THE 
SHRINKING CIVIL SOCIETY SPACE in the region, which 
directly affected our partners and colleagues in Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Central Asia and elsewhere. We saw increasing 
restrictions being imposed on the rights to three vital free-
doms – the freedoms of association, peaceful assembly, 
and expression – and growing threats to the security of 
human rights defenders and other civic activists.  Last year 
we witnessed the adoption and implementation of 
legislation that restricts the registration, operation and 
funding of NGOs; arrests and trials of well-known hu-
man rights defenders in retaliation for their work; pres-
sure directed at defence lawyers working on human 
rights issues e.g. by threatening them, disbarring them or 
even instigating criminal cases against them; harassment 
of activists promoting and defending minority rights; 
limits on peaceful assembly, and restrictions of the P

lies in ensuring effective responses in practice. In coop-
eration with other NGOs, IPHR has sought to ensure that 
real, positive change can happen, and will continue to do 
so over the years to come.

AN IMPORTANT FOCUS OF OUR WORK IN 2015 WAS 
documenting allegations of war crimes in Eastern Ukraine, 
which included the shelling of civilian areas, property de-
struction, enforced disappearances, torture and other 
abuses. Documenting these violations and gathering rel-
evant evidence amidst the chaos of the ongoing conflict 
appeared, at the outset, to be a task of mammoth pro-
portions. However, step by step, our field documentation 
efforts in Ukraine have progressed, resulting in a detailed 
submission to the International Criminal Court (ICC) in Oc-
tober. So our work in this respect is now making ripples, if 
not waves, in The Hague.

FROM AN ORGANIZATIONAL POINT OF VIEW, IPHR 
engaged in a process of strategic planning in 2015, involv-
ing brainstorming, discussions and internal analysis that 
resulted in the adoption of a new strategic plan for 2016-
2026. This plan is a framework which will guide our work 
in the coming years. IPHR also launched a new version of 
the website which is more user-friendly and ensures eas-
ier access to information about our mandate, work and 
activities. We invite you all to check it out in more detail!

AND FINALLY, IPHR HAS NOW ALSO PRODUCED its 
first ever Annual Report, which we are happy to share with 
you on these pages. We hope that you will enjoy reading 
it.  I would like to express our deepest thanks to all our 
volunteers, partners, supporters and readers!

Brigitte Dufour

“Given the scope of the problem 

of shrinking civil society space in the 

post-Soviet region, it is clear that      

consistent and determined efforts are 

needed by actors at all levels to help 

bring about real, positive change ” 

H

R
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BRIGITTE DUFOUR:  Director. Brigitte is responsible for over-
seeing the management and operations of the organization, 
representing the organization in international fora, and taking 
the lead on fundraising and program and partnership devel-
opment. 

SIMON PAPUASHVILI:  Project Manager. Simon is responsi-
ble for overseeing projects implemented in cooperation with 
partner groups. Simon manages projects involving Ukraine, 
the Russian Federation and the South Caucasus. 

TINATIN TSERTSVADZE: International Advocacy Manager.   
Tinatin is responsible for contacts with EU institutions, mon-
itoring EU policies towards Eastern Partnership and Central 
Asian countries and coordinating advocacy actions.

TARANA AHMADOVA: Administration and Finance Manager. 
Tarana is responsible for administrative & financial support 
and overseeing the day-to-day operations and staff adminis-
tration.

SVETLANA KNIAZEVA: Project Assistant. Svetlana assists with 
project administration and co-ordination.

ANN-SOFIE NYMAN: Research and Publications. Ann-Sofie 
works on research and publications issues for IPHR.  Current-
ly she is, among others, responsible for publications work on 
fundamental rights together with Central Asian partners. 

The IPHR team is currently made up of about 
ten staff members and regularly contributing 
consultants: 

IPHR would like to thank 
the interns, volunteers, 
pro-bono lawyers and 
others who contributed 
their time and expertise to 
supporting our work in 
2015. 
special thanks go to mem-
bers of the field missions 
in ukraine. 

Our board  
In addition to IPHR’s director, Brigitte Dufour, the organi-
zation’s board of directors is composed of:  

JOSÉE-ANNE SIMARD  is Secretary of IPHR’s Board of     
Directors.

MARIE-HÉLÈNE CÔTÉ  is a member of IPHR’s Board of 
Directors and the organization’s Treasurer.

JACQUELINE HALE is a member of IPHR’s Board of           
Directors. 

For more on IPHR team see here

ANNE SUNDER-PLASSMANN: Research and Publications. 
Anne works on research and publications together with part-
ner groups of the organization – she is currently responsible 
for IPHR’s publications work on the Central Asia anti-torture 
project. 

RACHEL BUGLER: Research and Publications. Rachel works 
on research and publications with IPHR partners. She is re-
sponsible for IPHR’s publications work on Uzbekistan. 

SVITLANA VALKO: Field mission co-ordinator, Ukraine.       
Svitlana coordinates IPHR project on documenting war 
crimes  and crimes against humanity in the zone of armed 
conflict in Eastern Ukraine and Crimea

MARYNA ZASTAVNA: Communications consultant. Maryna is 
responsible for IPHR’s social media and for design and layout 
of publications. 

NATALIYA NOVAKOVA: Project officer. Nataliya works on 
freedom of religious belief in Russia.
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Our team “I would single out three basic and important qualities of the IPHR team. 
First, they are real partners. You always feel that you are treated as an 
equal partner, and that your experience and expertise are valued. You 
know that your knowledge of local realities will be used and taken into ac-
count and that it will guide the work being done. Second, IPHR is present 
during crises, when it is essential to ensure an international presence to 
evaluate what is going on and, sometimes, also to adopt a clear position 
and exercise pressure. Third, IPHR is engaged in fieldwork. The IPHR team 
knows what the situation is not only from reading and from studying 
newspaper articles and reports of colleagues but also because of field re-
search. They know first-hand what they write and make recommendations 
about. I believe that these qualities make IPHR a unique organization”

NATALIYA TAUBINA, DIRECTOR OF THE PUBLIC VERDICT FOUNDATION, 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION, AND MEMBER OF IPHR’S ADVISORY BOARD

http://iphronline.org/about/team-members


Brigitte Dufour – Director
THIS YEAR WE WERE INVOLVED in fighting impunity in Eastern Ukraine and in helping our imprisoned colleagues and 
human rights defenders across Azerbaijan-- not that we were successful in freeing them all unfortunately, but we helped 
monitor their cases, drew attention to them through consistent advocacy and helped their families as much as we could. 

OUR PARTNERS IN  THE FIELD mean everything to us. We are not a stand-alone organization. We go on fact-finding 
missions, but we do not ourselves monitor human rights development s in countries on a daily basis. This work is done by 
our partners. We provide assistance with publications, project work and advocacy support: the contribution of our partner 
NGOs is critical to our substantive work. We help attract international attention to the information we receive from them.   

I WAS REALLY IMPRESSED BY  the team of volunteers who participated in IPHR/CSP missions in Eastern Ukraine, they 
showed professionalism and devotion in helping victims who had suffered after shelling, detention, physical abuse, prop-
erty destruction and loss. Without their devotion we would not have been able to gather all the information that we were 
able to provide to the International Criminal Court. We owe them a lot.

IPHR  ·  ANNUAL REPORT 201510 11IPHR  ·  ANNUAL REPORT 2015

LESSONS 
“When we created IPHR, our hope was to help defenders abroad whom we knew were 

fighting courageously for human rights and freedoms in repressive countries, as we were 

aware of how isolated some were and their need of international connections and recog-

nition. Many were our friends and we felt there was a gap we could fill by offering partner-

ships that would promote their work and findings and raise their profile, to the benefit of 

victims.  I thought that for a long time IPHR would be just our small team, working for years 

from home or cafés that offered free Wi-Fi - I was so wrong and am really happy about 

what IPHR has become! ”

FROM

2015



Protesting in Brussels about the treatment of civil society activists in Azerbaijan

OSCE Parallel Civil Society Conference 2015, Belgrade
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IPHR’s work in 
2015

In 2015, IPHR’s work was carried out in the framework of a number of projects and 
programmes funded by donors including: The European Union (EU); the Open Soci-
ety Foundations (OSF); the Swedish International Development Co-operation Agency 
(SIDA); the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the Nor-
wegian Helsinki Committee (NHC).  These projects are presented in geographical sec-
tions below.  

IPHR would like to thank all our donors for their generous support. 



 

In 2015, the ongoing crackdown on fundamental freedoms in Azerbaijan ensured the country remained a focus for IPHR’s 
work in the South Caucasus, as prominent human rights defenders, journalists and independent defence lawyers all faced 
persecution, terms of imprisonment, and travel bans in retribution for their work.  IPHR and partners focused primarily on 
organizing trial monitoring missions to follow legal proceedings, as well as providing support to human rights defenders 
and their families and supporting independent lawyers working on politically motivated cases.   

In Armenia, IPHR documented the use of disproportionate and excessive force by the police in late June by organizing 
an observer mission with the Civil Solidarity Platform (CSP). In 2015, IPHR and partners conducted fact-finding missions 
and victim consultation processes into the crimes committed during the Georgia-Russia war of August 2008 related to a 
submission to the ICC.  

IPHR ensured institutions such as the EU, Council of Europe, UN and OSCE were kept updated on developments and 
individual cases in the region and carried out targeted advocacy towards these institutions and the wider international 
community in order to influence the policy debate. 

IPHR’s partners included NGOs and lawyers from the South Caucasus region as well as member organizations of the Civic 
Solidarity Platform (CSP). 

South 
Caucasus
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AR
ME
NIA

Fact-finding mission to Yerevan: 
monitoring of peaceful protest

Following allegations published by media and local human rights groups about the use of excessive force at demon-
strations in Yerevan on 23 June 2015, on 24-25 June, IPHR conducted a fact-finding mission within the framework of the 
CSP. The mission’s task was to document and investigate allegations of human rights violations surrounding the forcible 
dispersal by police of the protest dubbed “Electric Yerevan”. 

Based on the findings of the monitoring and an analysis in relation to Armenia’s international human rights obligations, 
IPHR produced a report, entitled #ElectricYerevan: Crackdown on Peaceful Protest. The report concludes that the Arme-
nian authorities violated the right to freedom of assembly by forcibly dispersing the peaceful protest although it posed no 
clear threat to public security or the rights and freedoms of others. Dozens of people sustained injuries as a result of the 
use of water cannon and the heavy handed tactics of the police. The mission members found no evidence that protesters 
had thrown stones at police, as media reports and police claimed.  Some interviewees said they saw a few plastic bottles 
flying towards the water cannon after the police had begun to disperse the protest, but all demonstrators, journalists and 
civil society monitors with whom the mission delegates spoke described the protest as peaceful in nature. This was corrob-
orated by the video footage available. If isolated participants had thrown objects at police, any police intervention should 
have been aimed at dealing with those particular individuals rather than dispersing the whole event. 

The report was launched in Brussels on 14 July 2015 at an event entitled “Electric Yerevan: Lessons for Freedom of Assem-
bly and Civic Culture in Armenia”, which was co-organized by IPHR and the Open Society European Policy Institute.

http://iphronline.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/armenia_electric_yerevan_final_report_july_2015.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/IPHRonline/posts/1032467370098866
https://www.facebook.com/IPHRonline/posts/1032467370098866
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TIGRAN HAKOBYAN, A 27-YEAR OLD CAMERAMAN AT THE IN-
DEPENDENT JOURNALISTS’ NETWORK (EPRESS.AM). HE WAS 
WORKING AT THE TIME OF THE PROTEST AND WAS BEATEN BY 
THE POLICE.

 “At the time of the protest I was filming a uniformed policeman wearing 
a helmet beating a person on Freedom Square. Police walked up to me, 
twisted my arms and beat me on the neck with a truncheon.  I recall say-
ing to the police “please, leave me, I’m coming with you”. Then an officer 
removed the memory card from my camera, gave me the camera back, 
put me in a police car and drove me to Yerevan’s Central district police 
station. The memory card was never returned. Also, police confiscated 
my phone and the phones of all detainees and returned them when we 
were released later that day… Later we were summoned for questioning 
as witnesses in the criminal case of “hooliganism” instigated on 22 June”. 

NAREK ALEKSANYAN, A PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE INTERNET NEWS SITE HETQ.AM. HE WAS WORKING 
AT THE PROTEST WHEN POLICE STARTED TO DISPERSE PROTESTERS 

“When the water cannons were turned on, people stayed where they were and some even took off their shirts, joking 
that they hadn’t washed for a while.  At first, they didn’t take the situation seriously. Then police went on the offensive. 
The pressure of the jets increased significantly and the water threw people two meters through the air when it hit them... 
Later I was near the Opera on Freedom Square and saw how police beat Tigran Hakobyan and others… police packed 
people into two big vehicles like animals.” 

© Narek Aleksanyan  I hetq.am
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Experiences of project participants 

TAMAR GURCHIANI - ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT ILIA STATE UNIVERSITY, 
GEORGIA, PARTICIPANT IN IPHR MONITORING MISSION 

Independent monitors play an important role in documenting human rights violations. 
Local human rights monitors may sometimes be forced to take sides, or risk being vic-
timized, or cannot distance themselves from the context. We reported independently on 
the abuse of force by police during the Yerevan protests, which, I think was of crucial 
importance.

VALERIIA RYBAK - COORDINATOR OF CIVIC CONTROL AND OBSERVATION 
ACTIVITIES, “OZON”, CENTER FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES, UKRAINE, PARTICIPANT 
IN IPHR MONITORING MISSION

The actions of the Armenian law enforcement agencies against participants in the “Elec-
tric Yerevan” protests were terrible and very similar to those of authorities elsewhere in the 
post-Soviet space. Armenian police used violence and other illegal methods against pro-
testers, persecuted journalists, and carried out arbitrary detentions. I believe that these 
kinds of monitoring initiatives may result in improvements with respect to safeguarding 
freedom of peaceful assembly. The lack of civil society monitoring of assemblies leads to 
a gap between the law enforcement authorities and the civilians and contributes to the 
development and escalation of conflicts. Ideally, we, members of civil society should be 
the partners of law enforcement authorities, whose task it is to protect the rule of law and 
to protect us all. I am hopeful that at some point this will become a reality in Armenia, 
and in Ukraine.

ANNE SUNDER-PLASSMANN, IPHR  

In the past, I have participated in many fact-finding missions and drafted many reports. 
But working on the Armenia report was a new experience. A project team where each one 
contributes a part — like an assembly line — was put together with amazing efficiency 
and together we produced the report faster than I’ve ever seen in the NGO context. Mon-
itors who didn’t need a visa jumped on the plane to Yerevan. They sent the information 
to me and another IPHR colleague and each of us was responsible for certain chapters 
of the report. Sometimes we communicated with each other at night to resolve questions 
and finalize the report quickly. A colleague, who speaks Armenian, viewed the available 
video footage of the demonstrations and was able to clarify many remaining questions. 
Another colleague made sure all parts of the report came together well and reviewed the 
entire report with a fresh mind. Because everyone worked professionally, the resulting 
report wasn’t just fast but also of high quality.



AZER
BAI
JAN

Support to civil society activists 
and independent lawyers

•	 Capacity building support to human rights lawyers through specialized trainings and experience sharing. 
IPHR focused on building links between the international legal community and Azerbaijani professionals, focusing 
on the skills and knowledge needed when working with European Court for Human Rights (ECHR). IPHR organized 
trainings on various aspects of litigation at ECHR including admissibility, and on certain aspects of the European 
Convention for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

•	 IPHR supported and facilitated international advocacy efforts of Azerbaijani human rights defenders. IPHR was 
one of the organizers of the silent protest against repression in Azerbaijan at the opening of the OSCE Human 
Dimension Implementation Meeting (HDIM) in 2015. IPHR joined advocacy efforts at the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe, discussing the situation of Azerbaijani political prisoners and advocating for sanctions 
against the Government of Azerbaijan. IPHR also worked to address the issue of torture in Azerbaijan, submitting 
a joint shadow report with the World Organization against Torture (OMCT) to the UN Committee against Torture 
(CAT) ahead of the review of Azerbaijan at the Committee’s 56th session in December 2015. 

•	 IPHR co-organised an event at the European Parliament on 12 May, 2015 entitled “Baku Games: Run for Hu-
man Rights”. The event was sponsored by several political groups in the European Parliament, including the 
Group of European People’s Party (EPP), the Group of Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the 
European Parliament (S&D), the European Conservatives and Reformist Group (ECR), the Group of the Alliance of 
Liberals and Democrats in Europe (ALDE) and the Europe of Freedom and Direct Democracy Group (EFDD).

•	 IPHR maintained regular contact with the network of Azerbaijani human rights defenders and supported efforts 
to ensure their security.

Activities in 2015 included: 

2015 saw a continued trend of pressure and persecution of Azerbaijan’s inde-
pendent human rights lawyers who take on politically sensitive cases. As a result, 
very few lawyers remain willing to represent cases related to civil society or political 
activists, and wrongfully imprisoned activists are being denied their rights to legal 
defence.  

IPHR’s work in Azerbaijan in 2015 aimed to ensure the continued existence of the 
most vocal segments of civil society actors in Azerbaijan through the provision of 
support to Azerbaijani lawyers working on human rights cases, prioritizing cases of 
politically-motivated persecution.

Publications in 2015 included: 
•	 Justice behind bars: The persecution of civil society in Azerbaijan: This report highlights the abuse of the crim-

inal justice system during the crackdown on civil society in Azerbaijan, in the course of which dozens of human 
rights defenders, journalists and other critical voices were imprisoned and key human rights organizations were 
forced to suspend their activities. The report provides a detailed analysis of the criminal cases against seven lead-
ing civil society figures: Anar Mammadli; Rasul Jafarov; Intigam Aliev; Leyla and Arif Yunus; Emin Huseynov; and 
Khadija Ismayilova.   

•	 Joint Alternative Report to the UN Committee against Torture: In November 2015 the CAT reviewed Azerbai-
jan’s fourth periodic report on the country’s implementation of the Convention against Torture. IPHR and OMCT’s 
joint alternative report provides information and analysis on developments relating to torture and other ill-treat-
ment. The report highlights ongoing legal restrictions of the work of human rights defenders; cases of arbitrary 
detention and criminal prosecution; harassment of defense lawyers who represent human rights defenders; and 
the use of torture and ill-treatment against human rights defenders in detention. The report is based on informa-
tion from representatives of domestic and international NGOs, lawyers, and relatives of detained human rights 
defenders. 

For other publications and statements on Azerbaijan see here

Protest held by representatives of International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR), the Sport for Rights network and other human rights 
organizations outside the OSCE HDIM 2015 venue in Warsaw.
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http://iphronline.org/justice-behind-bars-in-azerbaijan-20151201.html
http://iphronline.org/azerbaijan-alternative-report-to-the-un-cat-20151110.html
http://iphronline.org/category/country/azerbaijan
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LESSONS 
“If I could speak to Khadija and other political prisoners, I would tell them: guys, you are 

great colleagues and heroes. We remember you, we think of you every day, and we will do 

everything to help you to attain justice! ”

FROM

2015
Simon Papuashvili – Project Manager

IT IS HARD to talk about success of human rights protection work in Azerbaijan. On the one hand, in 2015 two human 
rights activists – Leyla and Arif Yunus – were released. Lots of people, including us, put a lot of effort into securing their 
release.  On the other hand, so many activists and human rights defenders were still imprisoned at the end of the year, 
and the human rights situation in the country has severely deteriorated. It is a very personal thing for me to work on          
Azerbaijan. The people imprisoned on politically-motivated charges are not just activists. Many of them are my friends.

IF I WERE A EUROPEAN INSTITUTION, SUCH AS THE EU OR THE COE I would be very tough on Azerbaijan: exclude 
them from membership, apply targeted sanctions. I would make it a requirement to respect their people, to stop robbing 
them, to fight corruption and theft on a national scale, to release all political prisoners and respect human rights. 

MANY OF 2015’S EVENTS give us hope that the situation in the country may change. Mass protests were held in many 
regions of the country. Nothing like this has happened since independence. I would like those people who are willing to be 
part of the wave of change to stay in the country.
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RAMUTE REMEZAITE LEGAL CONSULTANT, EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS AD-
VOCACY CENTER, UK

“I have a huge respect for Azerbaijani lawyers. They are some of the most dedicated legal 
professionals I have ever seen. We, living in democratic societies, will never fully under-
stand what it means to operate in an environment where you can be arrested, disbarred; 
condemned in public any time. You put your own freedom and safety, as well as that of 
your family, at risk.  One lawyer once said to me that he was afraid of the idea of being 
arrested, but he said he did not even think to step back; he had to continue as there was 
nobody else to replace him”.

NECMIN KAMILSOY, SON OF POLITICAL PRISONER AND LAWYER INTIGAM 
ALIYEV: 

“My father, Intigam Aliyev, is spending his second year in prison simply because he is excel-
lent lawyer, who has won many cases against Azerbaijan in the European Court of Human 
Rights. He is morally strong but physically he is going downhill. He could be free again if he 
asks the government for a pardon. But my father wants to show the people of Azerbaijan 
that resistance is possible. He has devoted all his life to building a society where people are 
not pressured by the government, where everybody feels free. He will not collaborate with 
a government which works against these values”. 

Intigam Aliev was released in March 2016 after the Supreme Court commuted his 
sentence to a suspended one.

GUNEL MOVLUD, MEYDAN TV, EDITOR NOW LIVING IN EXILE EXPLAINS WHY 
SHE CONTINUES TO WRITE ABOUT POLITICS:

“I had to leave my country, my friends and relatives in order to be able to continue my 
work. There is a term – professional betrayal - when a journalist stops writing things he 
or she wants to write about, and they are no longer a journalist. I don’t want to commit 
such a betrayal. I don’t think that I should always write about politics but the idea that I 
have to resort to self-censorship, to remain silent on certain topics out of fear, seems like 
journalistic suicide to me”. 

EMIN MILLI, THE FOUNDER OF MEYDAN TV, AZERBAIJAN  

“The most important development of 2015 was the action taken by the US Congress – the 
Draft Bill introducing sanctions against President Aliyev, his ministers, people who work 
in law enforcement bodies… the people who are involved in systemic violations of human 
rights in Azerbaijan. The Draft Bill considers applying sanctions in Azerbaijan and not 
allowing the government to take loans from the US or IFIs (IMF, World Bank). It is a timely 
and important tool for achieving policy change in Azerbaijan, particularly because of the 
dire economic situation. The end of 2015 was marked by the rapid devaluation of the 
national currency (manat), and protests in many regions. This will define what happens in 
2016. Due to stable oil revenues the government had become detached from the people. 
Now the era of high oil prices is over. This may bring change to Azerbaijan. Aliyev now 
faces not just protests from the political opposition but also protests from people who 
have nothing to lose anymore. The change in Azerbaijan is about to happen. What kind 
of change will it be? Will the transition be smooth? Will democratic forces be able to win? 
This is the time when everybody including international actors should consolidate efforts 
to make the transition smooth and manageable. In 2014 civil society organizations were 
almost destroyed, the pressure on them was enormous, but they received no support from 
democratic Western governments. Now is the time to support CSO groups to increase 
chances for a smooth transition in Azerbaijan”.

KIRILL KOROTEEV, LAWYER, MEMORIAL, RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

“The time for ‘dialogue’ is over: the ‘dialogue’ led to the most brave Azerbaijanis being 
thrown in prison for defending human rights. Now the time for sanctions against human 
rights abusers has come, this is the only way to uphold the values for which some pay with 
their liberty. If no action is taken the suffering of the activists, lawyers, journalists and their 
friends and families will have been in vain”. 

© VOA
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GE
OR
GIA

Raising war crimes at the 
International Criminal Court

•	 Submission to the International Criminal Court (ICC): In October 2015 the Prosecutor of the ICC requested 
the Pre-Trial Chamber to give the green light to the investigation into crimes committed during the Georgia-Russia 
war of August 2008.  IPHR worked with partner Russian Justice Initiative (RJI) to organize two fact-finding missions 
to Georgia and South Ossetia to conduct a process of victim consultation.  IPHR found that 99% of victims wanted 
to collaborate with the ICC. In November, IPHR filed a submission on Georgia to the ICC which subsequently de-
cided to open an investigation into the case. 

•	 In 2015, IPHR continued its international advocacy work on human rights issues in Georgia. On 15 June, IPHR 
together with the Open Society European Policy Institute co-hosted an event in Brussels where the Georgian Pub-
lic Defender (Ombudsman) Ucha Nanuashvili spoke about the human rights situation in the country, highlighting 
the ongoing challenges to ensuring human rights are protected in conflict zones and to the fight against discrim-
ination.

•	 In cooperation with Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association and Transparency International Georgia, IPHR submit-
ted briefings to EU officials ahead of the EU-Georgia Human Rights dialogue in June 2015 and ahead of the visit of 
Georgian Prime Minister to Brussels in February 2015. These briefings highlighted issues of concern surrounding 
the implementation of legislation on anti-discrimination, surveillance and personal data protection as well as de-
velopments in the area of Freedom of Expression and implementation of the new Labour Code. 

For IPHR publications on Georgia, see here

Activities carried out by IPHR and project partners in 2015 
included: 

 

Central 
Asia 
In 2015, IPHR and its partners continued efforts to promote human rights in the Central Asian countries of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The work focused primarily on counteracting violations of freedom 
of expression, association and assembly; repressive measures against civil society; discriminatory practices; torture and 
ill-treatment; and restrictions on access to justice. In accordance with its mandate, IPHR worked with Central Asian partner 
NGOs on raising pressing human rights issues at the international level through cooperation on reporting, advocacy and 
awareness-raising. IPHR and partners produced updates on developments in the region, tailored submissions, statements 
and appeals on issues of concern. Given IPHR’s Brussels location and its close contacts with EU bodies and representa-
tives, particular emphasis was placed on EU outreach aimed at influencing EU policy processes on Central Asia. However, 
IPHR and its partners also engaged in reporting and advocacy targeting OSCE institutions, UN human rights bodies and 
mechanisms, as well as the broader international community. Activities to promote networking, capacity-building and re-
dress for individual victims were also part of IPHR’s cooperation with partners.   

IPHR’s partners included prominent human rights NGOs from the Central Asian countries. IPHR also cooperated with oth-
er European and international NGOs committed to promoting human rights in this region.

IPHR’s Central Asia work was carried out in the framework of several projects, including: 

1) a project on enhancing civil society action to promote fundamental rights in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and           
Turkmenistan, 

2) a project on action for freedom from torture in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan, and 

3) work on Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan in the framework of projects on international human rights campaigning 
across the former Soviet Union and coordinated action by the regional CSP. The work under each of them is de-
scribed in more detail below.
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Georgian Public Defender Ucha Nanuashvili 
and Simon Papuashvili from IPHR, Brussels, June 2015.
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Publications in 2015 included:
•	 Curtailing Rights in the Name of Stability: Current Trends in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan, May 

2015. This briefing paper provides an overview of key developments during the full first year of the project and was 
used during EU advocacy with partners in May 2015.  

•	 A matter of regional concern: Shrinking civil society space in Central Asia, September 2015. Written interven-
tion by IPHR and Central Asian partners for the OSCE’s HDIM in Warsaw. 

•	 Central Asia: Report highlights worrying trends of stifling dissent, December 2015. This report highlights on-
going and increasing efforts by the authorities in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan to stifle dissent and 
pluralism.

•	 EU: Raise free speech and torture cases in Kazakhstan, November 2015. Press release issued on the eve of the 
2015 EU-Kazakhstan Human Rights Dialogue, for which IPHR and KIBHR also prepared a briefing paper under the 
project.

•	 Turkmenistan’s child rights record under UN scrutiny, January 2015. Press release issued by TIHR and IPHR in 
connection with the review of Turkmenistan by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, to which the organi-
zations also submitted detailed information for the review. 

•	 Tajikistan: Findings of UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights should serve as a roadmap 
for change, March 2015. Statement by Tajikistani NGO coalition, the Netherlands Helsinki Committee and IPHR. 

See IPHR’s website  for further publications produced under this project. 

of the EU’s annual Human Rights Dialogues with Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan; the visit of EU High 
Representative for Foreign and Security Policy Federica Mogherini to the region in December 2015; and other 
events such as the EU-Kazakhstan Cooperation Council Meeting and the EU parliamentary cooperation commit-
tee meetings with Kazakhstan and Tajikistan. IPHR closely followed developments related to the negotiations and 
ratification processes for the EU-Kazakhstan Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation Agreement and the first-ever 
EU-Turkmenistan Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA). In May 2015, IPHR organized an advocacy visit 
to Brussels for KIBHR, Nota Bene and TIHR, during which meetings were held with representatives of different EU 
institutions.

•	 OSCE: IPHR and partners prepared a written intervention to raise alarm about “shrinking civil society space” in 
Central Asia at the OSCE’s Human Dimension Implementation Meeting (HDIM) in Warsaw and organized a briefing 
about these issues, featuring speakers from all the five countries of the region (see more here). IPHR and partners 
also raised concerns about pressure on civil society in the region at the OSCE Human Dimension Supplementary 
Meeting on Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association in Vienna in April 2015. A briefing paper on civil society 
issues in Central Asia was prepared for the incoming German OSCE Chairmanship.

•	 UN: IPHR assisted its partners with the submission of information to several UN human rights reviews, including 
the review of Turkmenistan by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the review of Tajikistan by the Committee 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Universal Periodic Review of Tajikistan, as well as the organization 
of advocacy meetings during Geneva visits by partners. We also prepared a briefing paper for UN Secretary Gen-
eral Ban-Ki-moon ahead of his visit to Central Asia in June 2015.

KAZ
TAJ
TU

Part of IPHR’s work in Central Asia aims to enhance civil society action to promote fundamental rights. In 2015, IPHR 
worked with Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law, Nota Bene and Turkmen Initiative for 
Human Rights on the implementation of a joint project on promoting freedom of expression, freedom of association and 
assembly, as well as non-discrimination and access to justice in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. 

Within this project, IPHR cooperated with Central Asian partners on international human rights campaigning. IPHR 
and partners highlighted pressing issues concerning the protection of fundamental rights through regular reports provid-
ing updates on developments in the region, tailored submissions to EU, OSCE and UN bodies at relevant times, as well as 
statements, appeals and open letters (for examples, see below). IPHR also took the lead on international advocacy, aimed 
at reinforcing the central message of publications and at ensuring that the concerns raised by IPHR and partners are re-
flected in the policies and actions of international target institutions.  The issue of shrinking civil society space in Central 
Asia was raised as a matter of priority by IPHR and partners.

These are key activities implemented in 2015:
•	 EU: IPHR used relevant EU policy events to highlight concerns and ensure that priority issues were reflected on 

the EU’s agenda. We prepared briefing papers together with our partners and raised concerns in the context 

Promoting fundamental 
rights in Central Asia

Side event on shrinking civil society space in Central Asia organized by IPHR and partners at the OSCE HDIM in Warsaw, September 2015.
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LESSONS 
“In the midst of receiving depressing information about human rights violations, you can 

still laugh about absurdities (such as illogical arguments used by authorities) ”

FROM

2015
Ann-Sofie Nyman – Research and Publications

Together with our partners from the region, we have been working to KEEP UP THE PRESSURE on the Central Asian 
governments at a time when these governments are increasingly using security concerns to justify measures curtailing 
fundamental rights.

I WAS UPSET when learning about new cases when Central Asian lawyers, journalists and even social media users were 
arrested and imprisoned for doing their jobs and for criticizing the authorities. We have seen it before, but it’s always 
shocking.

I often wonder how our Central Asian colleagues keep up their spirits and I’M IMPRESSED that they continue their work in 
such a committed and determined fashion in spite of all the challenges they face. I think that our colleagues in the region 
would need to be able to TAKE TIME OUT more often to relax and recharge their batteries.



V
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FARID TUKHBATULLIN, DIRECTOR OF THE TURKMEN INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
(TIHR) 

“The side event during OSCE’s HDIM in Warsaw was timely and important. The event was dedicated to 
the emerging trends in Central Asia, where the governments, under the pretext of ensuring stability, in-
creasingly limit the fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens. NGOs from Kazakhstan (Kazakhstan 
International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law), Tajikistan (Nota Bene), Kyrgyzstan (Voice of 
Freedom), Uzbekistan (Association “Human Rights in Central Asia”) and Turkmenistan (TIHR) took part 
in the event which was organized and moderated by IPHR. The event was a success not only because 
of the relevance of the problem, but also because the organizers managed in a relatively short period 
of time to give a clear picture of the human rights situation throughout the region. Attracting interna-
tional attention to this issue in international fora such as this one seems to be one of the few remain-
ing ways of influencing the leaders of Central Asian countries.”

IPHR’s role in this project is to support the 

communication of key recommendations of the 

NGO Coalitions against Torture in Kazakhstan and              

Tajikistan through advocacy and publications. 

Project partners are: Helsinki Foundation for Human 

Rights (Poland, lead applicant and project coordi-

nators), Nota Bene (Tajikistan), and the Kazakhstan                    

International Bureau for Human Rights.  

Action for        
freedom from 
torture

Picket of the Association of Torture Victims in Nizhni Novgorod. Aleksey Mikheev is on the left. 
© Aleksey Mikheev 

A copy of the Newsletter under the Freedom from Torture project
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•	 Advocacy in Almaty, Kazakhstan: In October 2015 IPHR Director Brigitte Dufour, former UN Special Rapporteur on 

torture and member of IPHR’s advisory board, Manfred Nowak and Miguel Martin Zumalacarregui of OMCT visited Astana. 

Together with Evgeny Zhovtis of KIBHR they met government officials and called on them to implement key recommenda-

tions issued to Kazakhstan by UN treaty bodies in recent years.

•	 Highlighting individual cases: IPHR drafted several statements and open letters on cases of torture victims that the 

Coalitions in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan had identified as requiring urgent international attention. Where appropriate, key 

cases were also included in briefings to intergovernmental organizations.

•	 EU: IPHR participated in the preparatory and de-briefing meetings of Human Rights Dialogues with Tajikistan and Kazakh-

stan in 2015, where IPHR presented the main concerns in the area of torture and ill-treatment. IPHR also submitted brief-

ings to the EU ahead of the EU-Kazakhstan Cooperation Council Meeting and ahead of the Parliamentary Cooperation 

Committee meetings with Kazakhstan and Tajikistan. Prior to the Central Asia visit of the EU’s Federica Mogherini in De-

cember 2015 IPHR and partners submitted a briefing to her office detailing torture and ill-treatment issues in Central Asia.

These are the key activities implemented by IPHR in 2015:

Publications in 2015 included:
•	 Torture still widespread in Tajikistan 20 years after the country acceded to anti-torture treaty, February 

2015. 

•	 Current concerns regarding torture in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan, May 2015. 

•	 Tajikistan: Follow-up to the Concluding Observations of the UN Committee against Torture, May 2015 

•	 Tajikistan: Human Rights Situation on the Ground - Torture and Ill-treatment.  Submission to the UN Univer-
sal Periodic Review. 25th session of the UPR Working Group, April-May 2015, issued in September 2015.        

•	 Torture in Central Asia, October 2015. A briefing for the human rights seminar organized by the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan: 

•	 The project newsletter can be found on the IPHR website. The March 2015 newsletter, entitled Shrinking space 
for NGOs in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, features interviews with human rights activists Natalia Tau-
bina (Director of Public Verdict Foundation, Moscow), Galina Arapova (Director of the Mass Media Defense Center 
in Voronezh) and Aleksey Mikheev (Co-founder of the Association of Torture Victims in Nizhni Novgorod) from 
Russia who share their thoughts and experience with the restrictive environment for NGOs in Russia. 

See here for further publications produced under this project. 

•	 OSCE: IPHR prepared several papers for the OSCE’s 2015 HDIM that formed the basis for oral interventions at the 
HDIM’s plenary session on topics such as torture and ill-treatment in the armed forces of Tajikistan and the failure 
to implement UN treaty body decisions on individual cases of torture victims. IPHR also produced background 
papers for two side-events – on mechanisms to investigate torture allegations and on the implementation of the 
Istanbul Protocol – that the project partners held at the HDIM. A briefing paper on torture, ill-treatment and impu-
nity in Central Asia was prepared for the incoming German OSCE Chairmanship.

•	 UN: Based on information submitted by the NGO Coalition against Torture in Tajikistan and in close consultation 
with the Coalition IPHR drafted alternative reports and follow-up submissions on torture to the UN CAT, the UN 
Human Rights Committee and for the Universal Periodic Review. IPHR also drafted a briefing on torture-related 
concerns ahead of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s visit to Central Asia in June 2015.

•	 Project newsletters: In 2015 IPHR produced three “Freedom from Torture” newsletters in cooperation with the 
project partners featuring highlights of project activities and focusing on key obstacles encountered in the course 
of the anti-torture work.

Left to right: Deputy Minister of Justice for Kazakhstan, former UN Special Rapporteur on torture and member of IPHR’s advisory board, 
Manfed Novak, IPHR Director Brigitte Dufour, Miguel Martin Zumalacarregui of OMCT and Evgeny Zhovtis, Director of KIBHR. Astana, 
Kazakhstan, October 2015   
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LESSONS 
“Thanks to an atmosphere of trust, the professionalism of all project partners and the   

internet we work together across borders and time zones to produce up-to-date publica-

tions and influence policy makers ”

FROM

2015
Anne Sunder-Plassmann: Research and Publications

Both anti-torture coalitions have supported torture victims in their fight for justice and all project partners have provided 
support by way of joint press releases, briefing papers and advocacy. Although I WISH that a lot more could be achieved it 
is clear that there have been some positive results. Perpetrators have been punished in several cases, some victims have 
received compensation for moral damages and UN bodies have issued valuable recommendations that we can use to 
further push the Central Asian governments to guarantee the rights of citizens. 

When conducting interviews for our project newsletter last year I WAS INSPIRED by Aleksey Mikheev from Nizhni Novgorod 
in Russia. Together with a group of other former torture victims he decided to tell the Russian public about the importance 
of the NGO Committee against Torture in Nizhni Novgorod. The human rights activists were the only ones that stood by 
the torture victims and helped them attain justice. Aleksey Mikheev knows that the Committee against Torture is not made 
up of traitors and foreign agents, but of compassionate and courageous people who made it their profession to defend 
victims. 



V
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ANASTASIA MILLER , DIRECTOR OF KOSTANAY BRANCH OF KIBHR 

“During OSCE’s HDIM conference in Warsaw, there was the feeling that with every speaker, the 
voices from Central Asia calling for action on torture got louder and stronger. The support we 
received from IPHR with the side event on investigations into cases of torture was very import-
ant – thanks to IPHR we have a shoulder to lean on and support from colleagues. The help 
with preparing and disseminating statements on individual cases such as torture victims Rasim 
Bayramov, Alexander Albrandt was also very useful and helped attract international attention”.

Human rights protection in 
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan

As well as working on issues 
of fundamental freedoms and                        

torture in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and                  
Turkmenistan, IPHR and partners also 
carried out research and advocacy on 
human rights violations in Kyrgyzstan 

and Uzbekistan.  

NIGINA BAKHRIEVA, DIRECTOR AT PUBLIC FOUNDATION “NOTA BENE”

“Our organization and the Coalition against Torture in Tajikistan have worked with IPHR 
since 2014. Above all, I would like to highlight the professionalism of IPHR staff in assist-
ing with the preparation of analytical documents and briefing papers and with the orga-
nization of advocacy events, which has helped the Coalition to attain higher standards of 

professionalism.  At the same time, the people who work with us are sensitive to human 
rights issues and to the risks that human rights defenders run on the ground. This helps 

us to find the most effective and safe ways of co-operation and we feel comfortable in 
providing information and organizing joint events on human rights issues”.

ALEXANDER ALBRANDT, A 51-YEAR OLD CITIZEN OF KAZAKHSTAN WAS BEATEN 
AND SEVERELY TORTURED BY POLICE OFFICERS IN AUGUST 2014:   

“On 23 August 2014, I was detained by two plainclothes police officers as I was returning from 
a friend’s place in the village of Kushmurun. Police said they detained me for being drunk in a 
public place. These men took me to an office at the local police station, where they and one or 
two other policemen beat me…, two police officers then took me to Auliekol Central Hospital to 
check my blood alcohol. In the presence of the officers medical personnel recorded injuries to my 
head and chest. I complained that the injuries resulted from police beatings…When leaving the 
hospital one of the policemen beat me again. He told that this was to punish me for complaining 
about the beatings. He hit me on the back and grabbed my throat until I felt I was suffocating. 
The officer shouted at me, because my ancestors immigrated to Kazakhstan centuries ago: “You, 
fascist, be off to your Germany!” He threw me on the ground, pushed his knee on my throat and 
the other blew some kind of gas in my face, then they burnt my face. I wasn’t able to breathe… 
On 25 August, I was taken to court, where learnt that I was accused of having destroyed a car 
window with an empty beer bottle. Although I insisted that I was innocent, I offered to pay for the 
damage in order to be released from custody. A forensic medical examination conducted on 29 
August in the city of Kostanay recorded bruises on my right ear, face, arms, torso and left thigh 
and abrasions at the back of my head and left knee joint”.

There are allegations that, in order to evade criminal responsibility, police falsified evidence and put pressure on at least two 
men to provide false witness statements. Police reportedly falsified and submitted to Auliekol district court a letter in Alexan-
der Albrandt’s name stating that another person, not police officers, had caused Alexander Albrandt’s injuries. However, the 
court refused to act on the letter. Additionally, a man informed the Prosecutor’s Office that police forced him into giving false 
evidence against Alexander Albrandt. © Sergey Ignatyev

© rferl.org 

© private photo 
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KYR
GYZ
STAN

In relation to Kyrgyzstan, IPHR carried out international advocacy, raising concerns about the controversial laws on       
“foreign agents” and “propaganda of non-traditional sexual relations”, the ongoing harassment of civil society represen-
tatives and the continued imprisonment of human rights defender Azimjan Askarov, as well as impunity for torture and 
ill-treatment. 

•	 EU:  IPHR prepared briefing materials and raised 
human rights concerns and recommendations at 
EU policy events, for example the EU-Kyrgyzstan 
Human Rights Dialogue which took place in May; 
the March visit to Kyrgyzstan by MEPs; and at the 
EU-Central Asia Ministerial Meeting in December. 
Ahead of the Brussels visit of Kyrgyzstan’s president 
in spring, IPHR and several other European/interna-
tional NGOs sent a joint letter to EU leaders, urging 
them to prominently address human rights issues 
with him.

•	 OSCE: As part of activities focusing on the wider 
Central Asia, IPHR and partners raised concerns 
about pressure on civil society and about ongoing 
torture and ill-treatment in  Kyrgyzstan through   
advocacy towards the OSCE, in particular at the 
HDIM in Warsaw in September (see the sections on 
the fundamental rights project and the anti-torture 
project). 

Key activities in 2015 included: Publications in 2015 included: 
•	 Briefing paper on the situation of civil society for the annual EU-Kyrgyzstan Human Rights Dialogue, May 

2015. 

•	 EU: Use Brussels visit of Kyrgyzstan’s president to secure human rights commitments, March 2015. 

Panel of the side event at the 2015 HDIM, from left to right: Tatyana Chernobil, Anastasia Miller, 
Alexandra Cherkasenko, Yulia Votslava and Gulchechra Kholmatova. Panel of the side event at the 2015 HDIM
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LESSONS 
“I am really inspired by Central Asian human rights defenders and activists. Despite 

authoritarian and semi-authoritarian governance, despite the poor human rights       

situation in their countries, they have strong beliefs, spirit, and courage ”

FROM

2015
Tinatin Tsertsvadze - International advocacy manager

2015 WAS A VERY BAD YEAR for human rights in the region: a year of a backsliding in the protection and promotion of 
basic human rights standards.

VERY FEW PEOPLE in Europe know about Central Asia. Given the pressing issues in the European Neighbourhood 
(Ukraine, Russia, Syria, Libya and the Refugee Crisis), Central Asia is not a priority for EU foreign policy. This has more or 
less always been the way, with the exception of 2007 when the German Presidency initiated an EU Strategy for Central 
Asia. The drivers behind this strategy included security considerations – the transit routes to Afghanistan for the ISAF    
mission (Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan); energy security, and the promotion of the EU’s normative agenda in the region. The Af-
ghanistan transit routes will soon be phased out and there are question marks around energy security from the Caspian. 
The normative agenda – democratic reforms and protection and promotion of human rights should remain a top priority 
for the EU in the region, irrespective of energy and security interest of the EU or its member states. Only institutionally 
stable countries can be reliable partners for the EU in energy and security. 

I DEAL MOSTLY WITH POLICY-MAKERS IN MY DAILY WORK. As an advocate for human rights, the key is to be predict-
able, keep promises, and to send consistent messages. It can be at times a long-term process, but this is part of my work. 



In response to increasing pressure and restrictions on the 
few remaining independent activists in Uzbekistan, the ongoing                      
politically-motivated persecution of those who oppose or criticize 
the authorities and regular and credible allegations of torture and 
ill-treatment, IPHR undertook international advocacy and efforts to 
promote human rights protection in individual cases as well as more 
broadly. 

IPHR worked in partnership with the Association for Human Rights in 
Central Asia (AHRCA, based in exile in France), as well as with other 

international human rights organizations.  

In 2015 activities in relation to                       
Uzbekistan included: 

•	 OSCE: IPHR and AHRCA undertook advocacy towards OSCE 
member states on human rights violations in Uzbekistan at 
the OSCE’s HDIM in Warsaw in September 2015.

•	 EU: Mutabar Tajibaeva of “Fiery Hearts Club” participated at 
a briefing at the European Parliament on the 10th anniver-
sary of the Andijan events on 12 May 2015. IPHR and part-
ners used relevant EU policy events to highlight concerns 
and recommendations in relation to human rights violations 
in Uzbekistan.  A joint briefing was issued with AHRCA raising 
concerns in the context of the 9th round of the EU-Uzbeki-
stan Human Rights Dialogues held in Tashkent in November 
2015; the EU-Uzbekistan Cooperation Council Meeting and 
the visit of EU HR/VP for Foreign and Security Policy Federica 
Mogherini to the region in December 2015.

•	 UN: IPHR and AHRCA published a joint alternative report to 
the UN Human Rights Committee prior to the examination 
of Uzbekistan’s fourth periodic report on the implementa-
tion of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) on 6 July 2015. 

•	 Individual cases: IPHR joined with other international hu-
man rights organizations, to undertake advocacy on the 
practice by the Uzbekistani authorities of arbitrarily extend-
ing prison sentences of prisoners based on unsubstantiated 
allegations of disobedience of prison rules, leading to many 
prisoners serving de facto life sentences in cruel and degrad-
ing conditions. The politically- motivated practice targets im-
prisoned political opponents, journalists and human rights 
defenders. IPHR worked with other non-governmental orga-

nizations on a joint advocacy campaign for the release of former Member of Parliament 
and political prisoner Murad Dzhuraev. Murad Dzhuraev had spent a total of 21 years 
in prison, 12 of which were arbitrary extensions of his original sentence incurred be-
cause he allegedly broke prison rules. He was finally released in November 2015. 

Publications in 2015 included: 
•	 Alternative report to the UN Human Rights Committee prior to the examination of 

Uzbekistan’s fourth periodic report on the implementation of the ICCPR, published 6 
July 2015 

•	 Briefing for the EU-Uzbekistan Human Rights Dialogue, November 2015. 

•	 Endemic torture in Uzbekistan - Joint Statement by IPHR, AHRCA, Amnesty Interna-
tional (AI), CSP and Human Rights Watch (HRW) to OSCE’s HDIM in 2015 

For other publications on Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan see here 
A briefing at the European Parliament on the 10th anniversary of the Andijan events , 

12 May 2015.

The Uzbekistani delegation at the UN HRC CCPR meeting in Geneva, July 2015. 
©Shukhrat Babadjanov

Advocating for improved respect of human rights in Uzbekistan in Geneva
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LESSONS 

2015
“For me, our biggest achievement of last year was working with other human rights 

organizations to put pressure on the Uzbekistani authorities to release former MP          

Murad Dzhuraev, who had spent a staggering 21 years in prison on politically-motivated 

charges and whose prison sentence had been arbitrarily extended by 12 years for minor 

violations of prison rules. ”

FROM

Rachel Bugler – Research and Publications
AT WORK SOMETIMES I FEEL disgusted by humankind’s capacity for cruelty.

I LOVE UZBEKISTAN most for the courage of the human rights defenders who continue to work despite the daunting 
circumstances (and the tradition of tea-drinking!)

WORK FOR IPHR MEANS working alongside expert partners and uniting our voices and expertise to optimize impact 
and secure change.  I hope that next year we can build up collective work on Uzbekistan and continue to make a pos-
itive difference to some individual lives.
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NADEJDA ATAJEVA - PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR     
HUMAN RIGHTS IN CENTRAL ASIA (AHRCA), BASED IN EXILE IN 
FRANCE 

‘We started working with IPHR about a year ago. It has helped us not only 
to survive, but also to become more professional.

People who risk standing up for human rights inside Uzbekistan end up 
in prison and so I see my role as speaking up on behalf of people, who 
cannot disclose their names because they need to protect their family, or 
are behind bars... 

When we talk about advocacy on Uzbekistan, it is important to keep in 
mind that people who are under pressure need to know that we are aware 
of their situation. The local population only vaguely understands how UN 

human rights institutions work. However, when the situation in Uzbekistan is discussed in these forums, people recognize 
that there is an INTERNATIONAL discussion on human rights problems in Uzbekistan and that they are not alone in their 
plight…. It is important for us that they know that we are concerned about their situation and that international indepen-
dent legal experts are pronouncing their names and considering the state of human rights protection in their country. For 
example, experts at an international meeting are asking: “Why was this man deprived of his freedom because he did not 
peel carrots in the right way? Why has he spent 21 year behind bars?” And then, a few months later, this man goes free!!!’

MURAD DZHURAEV, FORMER MP WHO WAS RELEASED 
FROM DETENTION IN NOVEMBER 2015 AFTER 21 YEARS ON               

POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED CHARGES:  

“This is the third day that I am able to enjoy the fresh air of freedom and 
warm myself at the family hearth. All this happened thanks to the huge 

efforts of the international democratic community, primarily human 
rights organizations, and on behalf of my family, I express my deep grat-
itude to you all. I know that my release is due to the tireless work of each 
of you. You provided me with constant moral support, and thanks to this 

I was able to meet with my wife and hear the news about the life of my 
family and of your efforts. Know that it is this support that helps one to 

survive and resist through such difficult times. I will not forget this as long 
as I live...” 

RU
SSI
A

Combating discrimination on 
grounds of religion and belief 
in the Russian Federation
In Russia, a widening crackdown on civil society has taken place over recent years, in particular since the adoption of the 
repressive 2012 “foreign agents” law. Dozens of civil society groups have been registered as “foreign agents” against their 
will and intrusive inspections and trials have taken place against NGOs accused of serving “foreign interests” for carrying 
out legitimate work. Other recent legislation affecting civil society also raises concerns, such as the vaguely worded law 
on “undesirable foreign organizations”, as do the authorities’ reinforced efforts to stifle freedom of expression and open 
public debate. Religious minorities, LGBTI members and migrants are subject to widespread discrimination and abuse. 
2015 saw increasing cases of violations of freedom of religion and belief in the Russian Federation as well as the alarming 
growth of xenophobia and violent nationalism. IPHR worked with partner SOVA Centre for Information and Analysis on 
a joint project to combat discrimination on the grounds of religion and belief and promote religious tolerance in Russia 
through monitoring and documentation, advocacy, public outreach and legal assistance to victims of alleged violations.

© Association for Human 
Rights in Central Asia

OSCE Parallel Civil Society Conference 2015, Belgrade
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In 2015, IPHR’s activities included: 
•	 International Advocacy: The SOVA Center for Information and Analysis conducted regular monitoring of the 

right of religious freedom, in particular on: the rights of religious minorities; the development and enforcement 
of anti-extremist legislation and legislation related to the regulation of religious affairs as well as domestic and 
international litigation cases related to religious freedom. IPHR helped to communicate the results of this to 
key stakeholders outside Russia. This was done through the dissemination of policy briefs and recommenda-
tions, and holding meetings at the EU institutions. The issue of freedom of religious belief was discussed at the 
OSCE’s HDIM in September 2015 and input was provided to the interim follow-up process after the report of 
the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance on the Russian Federation.

•	 “Faces of Faith” Campaign: In December, IPHR and SOVA Centre for Information and Analysis launched the 
Faces of Faith Campaign, aimed at giving voice to the representatives of different religions living in Russia and 
promoting discussion on issues concerning freedom of religion and religious tolerance. 

Publications in 2015:
•	 IPHR developed thematic policy briefs which provide an overview of the developments in the sphere of reli-

gious freedom and provided recommendations to the international community. 

•	 Review of Xenophobia, Freedom of Religion and Inappropriate Use of Anti-Extremist Legislation in Russia 
from January 2014 to August 2015  

For other IPHR publications on the Russian Federation see here
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NICHIK VASILIY - MEMBER OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH,      
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

“The activities of law enforcement and security authorities often violate legal,         
moral and ethical norms. Under the pretext of fighting extremism and carrying out          
anti-terrorist operations, security officers violate the right to respect for private life, 
for example, by arriving at church services and recording the names of those present 
…Russian media contributes to the growth in xenophobia and harassment of reli-
gious minorities. Journalists, who lack theological knowledge and are not interested 
in it, publish defamatory and inaccurate information about minority communities.     
Television programs or press articles are often followed by xenophobic attacks on 
prayer houses of Protestant churches”. 

KONSTANTIN ANDREEV - LAWYER AND HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER, 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION

“As a result of recent amendments to the Federal Law on Countering Extremist 
Activity, anti-extremism legislation cannot be applied to certain religious texts. No 

content or quotes from the Bible, the Koran, the Tanah and the Gandzhur can 
be declared extremist materials, irrespective of their nature. Without doubt, this 

legislative initiative is generally positive, but it discriminates against religious mi-
norities. The adopted law does not say anything about the sacred texts of other 
religions …More professionals (theologians, linguists, etc.) are needed to ensure 

that anti-extremist legislation is applied accurately and fairly in these cases. Often 
specific religious issues are addressed by “experts”, who are totally unfamiliar 

with the topic, which leads to miscarriages of justice”. 

© Mikhail Kryshen
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http://iphronline.org/new-campaign-faces-of-faith-in-russia-20151218.html
http://iphronline.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Xenophobia-policy-brief.pdf
http://iphronline.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Freedom-of-religion-policy-brief.pdf
http://iphronline.org/about/where-we-work/russia
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LESSONS 
FROM

2015
“ I would tell religious minorities: ‘I admire your moral strength, your resilience and     

ability to overcome difficulties in the name of your faith. I am not one of you, but I’m proud 

to stand shoulder to shoulder with you ”
MY CORE PERSONAL VALUES ARE FREEDOM and belief in the inherent dignity of each human being. Freedom to 
choose your beliefs including religion is no less important than other freedoms.

I think the hijab case in Mordovia is SOMETHING TO REMEMBER about 2015. Muslim girls were humiliated in schools 
and denied the right to attend classes if their heads were covered. The girls were complying with all the school rules, they 
just insisted on the right to come to class wearing a scarf. For secular people this could sound a minor thing – what’s the 
big deal? - today I cover my hair, tomorrow I don’t. But for believers it’s not a matter of fashion or taste – this is one of the 
pillars of their belief. Imagine you are required to come to the office tomorrow naked? That’s more or less how Muslim girls 
feel when they are asked to uncover their heads. For me it’s a pity that the Court sided with the Department of Education 
of Mordovia.

Nataliya Novakova – Freedom of Religious Belief 
project



UK
RAI
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Fighting impunity through 
sustained support for human 
rights defense

Impunity for grave human rights violations is a common pattern in states where IPHR works. National justice systems     
often malfunction due to the lack of political will to address human rights abuses by identifying and punishing perpetra-
tors. This is particularly evident in Ukraine, where, despite the millions of individuals affected by the ongoing conflict very 
little is being done to investigate allegations of war crimes and crimes against humanity and lack of accountability for vio-
lations of human rights and humanitarian law remains a problem. Therefore, seeking accountability for the grave human 
rights violations in Donbas and occupied Crimea remained main advocacy objectives for IPHR and its local partner organi-
zations in 2015. Since summer 2014, IPHR’s team of documenters has recorded evidence and testimonies from witnesses 
in an effort to help fight impunity for war crimes and crimes against humanity perpetrated in the context of the ongoing 
armed conflict in southeast Ukraine.  This work culminated in IPHR filing a submission with some 270 witness statements 
to the ICC in October. 

Publications in 2015 included:
•	 Mission reports, for example on the 24 January 2015 shelling of Vostochniy residential district of the city of 

Mariupol in eastern Ukraine which resulted in the deaths of 31 civilians, including 2 children.

•	 When God Becomes the Weapon, May 2015: Report on religiously motivated persecution in rebel-controlled 
areas in eastern Ukraine prepared by the Center for Civil Liberties (CCL) and IPHR in the framework of the CSP 
Platform. 

•	 Fighting Impunity in Eastern Ukraine, October 2015. A 134-page report based on field and desk research pro-
vides an overview of the context and history of the current conflict in Eastern Ukraine, which has to date resulted 
in some 8000 deaths, countless injuries, widespread destruction and suffering, and the displacement of over 2.5 
million civilians. 

For other mission reports and publications on IPHR’s work in Ukraine see here.

Activities in 2015 included: 
•	 Monitoring and documentation: 37 fact-finding missions were conducted in 2015, 34 of which took place in 

Donbas and 3 in Crimea. Over 400 detailed witness and victim’s statements relating to grave human rights vio-
lations were recorded by IPHR’s Ukraine staff and over 20 volunteers. Some 80Gb of photo and video evidence 
was collated during the field missions, and five reports were published related to attacks on civilians and civilian 
targets.

•	 OSCE advocacy: On 24 September, IPHR hosted the side event “Make Law, Not War — Violations of International 
Humanitarian Law and International Crimes in Eastern Ukraine” at the OSCE’s HDIM in Warsaw. The event was 
held in the framework of the CSP. IPHR presented the main findings from its report “Fighting Impunity in East-
ern Ukraine: Violations of International Humanitarian Law and International Crimes against Humanity in Eastern 
Ukraine.” Panel speakers included several Ukrainian civil society leaders, a representative of Human Rights Watch 
and a legal expert. More information about the side event can be found here.

•	 EU advocacy: IPHR facilitated the raising of concerns at EU level. Advocacy events included a briefing by IPHR 
and partners to the European Parliamentary Sub-committee for Human Rights on the human rights situation in      
Donbas and Occupied Crimea, which took place in December 2015.  More information about the hearing can be 
found here.

•	 In October IPHR filed a submission under Article 15 to the Office of the Prosecutors (OTP) of the ICC with some 
270 detailed victim and witness statements related to cases of torture, murder, indiscriminate shelling, theft of 
property and persecution. IPHR and partners held a briefing with the Preliminary Examination unit of the Office of 
the Prosecutor of the ICC on 20 October 2015. 

Photo from IPHR Ukraine field mission
© IPHR
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http://iphronline.org/ukraine-field-mission-report-mariupol-20150213.html
http://iphronline.org/ukraine-when-god-becomes-the-weapon-20150508.html
http://iphronline.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Fighting-impunity-in-Eastern-Ukraine-October-2015.pdf
http://iphronline.org/about/where-we-work/ukraine
http://iphronline.org/make-law-not-war-event-on-eastern-ukraine-20150924.html
http://iphronline.org/european-parliament-hearing-on-human-rights-in-ukraine-20151202.html
http://iphronline.org/submission-to-the-icc-on-ukraine-20151020.html
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LESSONS 
FROM

2015
“If someone asked me what I learned from my work, I would say:  “Now I know how 

to forgive, what it takes to be a real friend and how to push a car if the engine does not 

start” ”
Svitlana Valko – Field Mission Coordinator, 

Ukraine
THIS YEAR WAS crazy, emotional and full of pain for us. During all of our 37 (!!!) missions to Eastern Ukraine, we were faced 
with evidence of death, torture, indiscriminate shelling, persecution of the civil population, destroyed buildings, and cities 
full of pain and hopelessness. At the same time, in every place, we met strong, bright and amazing people who wanted to 
find out the truth, come back home or protect their country.

EVERYONE IN THE TEAM FEELS a huge responsibility. When you document the testimony of a person who has re-
ally suffered because of the war and feels his or her life is unfair, you will do your best to bring that testimony to the                            
International Criminal Court (ICC) yourself.
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MEMBERS OF THE VOLUNTARY FIELD MISSIONS IN UKRAINE, THE “TRUTH HOUNDS” TALK ABOUT THEIR                 
IMPRESSIONS AND LESSONS FROM 2015. THEIR NAMES AND IDENTITIES HAVE BEEN CONCEALED FOR SECURITY 
PURPOSES AND THEY HAVE CHOSEN THEIR OWN PSEUDONYMS: 

“GYPSY KING: MISSION TEAM LEADER: 
“I realized that this documentation work is 
a more important contribution than being 
a soldier in the conflict zone and standing 
at the checkpoint and checking the trunks 
of old Zhiguli cars. Nevertheless, I still felt 
inferior to soldiers, who sleep in trenches, 
can only shower once a week and can rarely 
change their underwear and socks.  

Court hearings at the ICC are our main goal. 
We are now doing important work and we 
have already received great feedback. In 
fact, to achieve something great, you need 
to set particularly ambitious goals.

What is my biggest impression from last 
year? Incredible people-diamonds in eastern 
Ukraine among the grey crowds.” 

“PHIL”: COMMUNICATIONS GENIUS: “I 
discovered the world of oral history where 
the incredible sagas told by my contempo-
raries convinced me that we live in an era 
of real heroes and demons. I want these               
manifestations of human nature to be re-
corded as a historical memory of my nation”.

“KAZANOVA” TALENTED EXPERT NE-
GOTIATOR WITH AUTHORITIES FROM 
POLICE TO PATHOLOGISTS: “The most 
eye-opening experience from my documen-
tation work was being acquainted with pro-
Ukrainian activists from Donbas. These peo-
ple are as strong as rocks”.

“DATAMAN”: OUR DATABASE COOR-
DINATOR: “Perhaps the coolest skill I got 
last year is to record a testimony on the 
computer and to Google information at the 
same time. Sometimes it is important to ver-
ify the information from a witness in action, 
in the middle of the interview!”

“BUMBLEBEE”: “The biggest impression for 
me was the reality of the whole war, as well 
as strong personalities”.

“REVERSE” – OUR FINANCIAL CON-
TROLLER: ”I realized that Donbas is ex-
tremely beautiful - with Carpathian-like ter-
ricones, incredible landscapes, translucent 
stars and overwhelming silence. I learned to 
laugh with victims and to cry with them in 
their grief. I learned how to determine from 
what side an attack was carried out by an-
alyzing craters. And last but not least, I was 
thrilled by the opportunity to work with a 
team of people where everyone supports 
each other, jokes, but also knows the need to 
be alone sometimes”.

“KNITTING NEEDLE”: OUR COOKING 
EXPERT: “I realized that the pro-Russian in-
habitants of Eastern Ukraine are the same 
people as us. They are just like all of us. I used 
to objectify them. They were abstract nega-
tive beings for me before”.

“LITTLE WHITE”: OUR QUIET AND PRIN-
CIPLED BELARUS RESIDENT: “Thanks to 
our “truth hounds” team, I learned to main-
tain a positive attitude and bulletproof opti-
mism even in the middle of nowhere, when 
listening to stories about torture and murder”

“CAPTAIN FROLOVA”: OUR SECRET 
AGENT LOOKALIKE:  “What impressed me 
were the people we worked and traveled with 
and those who worried about us, each in 
their own way.”
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ANNA MOKROUSOVA - ANNA LIVED IN THE CITY OF LUGANSK 
BEFORE THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES IN UKRAINE. ON 3 
MAY 2014, SEPARATISTS OF THE SELF-PROCLAIMED LUHANSK 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC (LPR) CAPTURED HER AND SHE SPENT 
TWO DAYS IN CAPTIVITY. 

A friend and I went to the military unit in Lugansk to check out what is 
going on. Militiamen saw us and immediately approached us, treating 
my friend as if he was a representative of the Right Sector [Ukrainian 
far-right party – ed.]. He was arrested and taken to the fourth floor 
of the building of the military unit. I was also taken there…During the 
interrogation, separatists threatened to beat me, pressuring me to 
tell them why I was pro-Ukrainian. A separatist nicknamed “Medved” 
threatened to cut off my fingers. After this, the separatists put on some 

kind of show, shouting that they would kill us all and recharging their machine guns. They told me they would rape me 
and that they could kill me. Then they fell silent and the investigator arrived. He showed me a bloodstained document, 
saying that they had killed the man who was with me. I thought to myself, “This is not good. He has been killed. It will be 
necessary to inform his wife”. At that moment, what was going on did not feel real, but like a bad dream. Later I learned 
that my friend was still alive. 

The next day, the separatists decided to let us go. However, they wanted us to do something to “earn” our freedom.      
Although I had broken fingers (from before I was captured), I was forced to wash the floors. I said that I would not be 
able to wring the duster so the investigator decided to walk with me: he wrung the duster and I washed the floors. That 
day I also washed dishes in the toilet.” 

Anna now lives in Kiev with her daughter and works to help ex-hostages of LPR-DPR separatists in close cooper-
ation with IPHR, and the SBU (Security Service of Ukraine). 

IPHR’S 
involvement 
in NGO 
networks
Civic Solidarity Platform
IPHR is actively engaged in the Civic Solidarity Platform (CSP), a network of over 80 human rights NGOs from 
across Europe, the former Soviet Union and North America. The CSP was established in 2011 to bring together human 
rights groups from Vancouver to Vladivostok for the purpose of providing mutual support and solidarity, speaking with a 
common voice and advancing common positions on human rights issues. The CSP was born out of recognition that NGOs 
need to join forces to better respond to human rights threats in the OSCE region, and ever since its foundation it has 
served as a de-centralized network for alliance-building and coordinated action. 

As a founding member of the CSP, IPHR takes a leading role in coordinating the activities of the CSP and has overseen a 
number of projects implemented in the framework of the network aimed at strengthening co-operation between mem-
bers and capacity for response to human rights crises in the region. This part of IPHR’s work is funded by the Swedish 
Development Agency (SIDA). 

Over the last year, the CSP responded to urgent human rights developments by issuing appeals and reports; carrying 
out fact-finding and trial monitoring missions; providing expert assessments; organizing awareness-raising and solidarity 
campaigns; and conducting advocacy at the OSCE and other international forums.  

OSCE Parallel Civil Society Conference 2015, Belgrade
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In 2015, IPHR’s work with the CSP included:  
•	 IPHR facilitated the participation of over 130 civil society representatives in CSP thematic human rights work-

shops and advocacy at OSCE human dimension events. IPHR and other CSP members held a number of 
side-events and prepared statements highlighting key human rights concerns in OSCE countries and providing 
recommendations for how to address them.

•	 IPHR coordinated a Parallel Civil Society Conference on the eve of the OSCE Ministerial Council meeting in 
Belgrade in December 2015, where a comprehensive 100-page outcome document was adopted providing civil 
society recommendations on human rights issues. 

•	 IPHR organized CSP expert trial monitoring missions to observe court hearings against prominent civil society 
leaders who were arrested during the unprecedented civil society crackdown in Azerbaijan. IPHR and CSP pub-
lished a joint report detailing substantive and procedural violations in six such cases on the basis of field monitor-
ing and desk research.

•	 In cooperation with the CSP, IPHR organized dozens of missions to document and investigate grave human 
rights violations in Eastern Ukraine, using both conventional and innovative methods of investigation (e.g. 
satellite imagery analysis and social media mapping). 

•	 CSP members issued joint appeals expressing support and solidarity with colleagues and individuals at risk 
in Azerbaijan, Central Asia and elsewhere and condemning the repressive measures used against civil society 
activists. 

Publications issued in the framework of the CSP in 2015 
included:

Human Rights and Democracy 
Network (HRDN) 
The Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN) is an informal grouping of NGOs operating at the EU level in the 
areas of human rights, democracy and peace. HRDN’s vision is that human rights and democracy are placed at the heart 
of the EU’s internal and external policy agenda. HRDN aims to influence EU and EU Member States’ human rights policies 
and the programming of their funding instruments to promote democracy, human rights and peace. HRDN’s policy work 
is led by working groups consisting of representatives of its member organizations.

As part of the HRDN, IPHR co-organized the EU Human Rights NGO Forum – Protecting and Promoting Civil Society 
Space - which took place in December in Brussels. This event united 200 human rights defenders and activists from 
around the world to discuss the urgency of empowering civil society due to the global trends of increasing restrictions 
on civic space, freedom of assembly and association. It was jointly organized by HRDN and the European External Action 
Service. IPHR was represented in the HRDN core group of the HRDN Enabling Environment Working Group that worked 
on the Forum. 

•	 IPHR engaged in targeted advocacy with the EU and other international institutions to follow up on CSP publica-
tions and draw attention to concerns and recommendations communicated by CSP members, thereby reinforcing 
the message of the network.       

•	 IPHR and CSP members published an overview of 
developments in relation to freedom of associa-
tion and the situation on human rights defenders in 
the countries of the FSU region for the OSCE Sup-
plementary Human Dimension Meeting on Free-
doms of Peaceful Assembly and Association on 16-
17 April 2015. 

•	 IPHR coordinated a joint statement by CSP mem-
bers on the controversial “foreign agents” law in 
Kyrgyzstan, in May 2015 

•	 Members of the CSP, including IPHR, sent a joint 
letter to OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Serbian 

Foreign Minister Ivica Dačić ahead of his visit to     
Azerbaijan on 30 May, urging him to prominently 
raise concerns about the ongoing civil society crack-
down in the country. 

•	 In June 2015 CSP members joined IPHR and part-
ners in calling for justice in cases of police abuse 
in the Kostanay region of Kazakhstan. 

•	 IPHR coordinated the joint CSP statement after 
the release from detention of human rights defend-
ers Leyla and Arif Yunus in Azerbaijan in December 
2015.

OSCE Parallel Civil Society Conference 2015, Belgrade
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http://www.civicsolidarity.org/sites/default/files/parallel_civil_society_conference_outcome_documents_belgrade_december_2015_final.pdf
http://www.hrdn.eu/about-us/
http://iphronline.org/csp-overview-of-freedom-of-association-in-the-former-soviet-union-20150413.html
http://iphronline.org/csp-overview-of-freedom-of-association-in-the-former-soviet-union-20150413.html
http://iphronline.org/csp-overview-of-freedom-of-association-in-the-former-soviet-union-20150413.html
http://iphronline.org/kyrgyzstan-reject-foreign-agents-bill-in-plenary-20150526.html
http://iphronline.org/kyrgyzstan-reject-foreign-agents-bill-in-plenary-20150526.html
http://iphronline.org/open-letter-to-osce-cio-dacic-on-azerbaijan-20150530.html
http://iphronline.org/open-letter-to-osce-cio-dacic-on-azerbaijan-20150530.html
http://iphronline.org/open-letter-to-osce-cio-dacic-on-azerbaijan-20150530.html
http://iphronline.org/kazakhstan-open-letter-to-prosecutor-general-on-cases-of-alleged-torture-20150623.html
http://iphronline.org/kazakhstan-open-letter-to-prosecutor-general-on-cases-of-alleged-torture-20150623.html
http://iphronline.org/azerbaijan-suspension-of-sentences-of-leyla-and-arif-yunus-is-a-welcome-step-20151210.html
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